
Chapter 7b (7:11-28) 

11 Now if perfection had been attainable through the  

Levitical priesthood (for under it the people received the 

law), what further need would there have been for another 

priest to arise after the order of Melchizedek, rather than 

one named after the order of Aaron? 12 For when there is a 

change in the priesthood, there is necessarily a change in 

the law as well. 13 For the one of whom these things are 

spoken belonged to another tribe, from which no one has 

ever served at the altar. 14 For it is evident that our Lord 

was descended from Judah, and in connection with that 

tribe Moses said nothing about priests. 

15 This becomes even more evident when another priest 

arises in the likeness of Melchizedek, 16 who has become a 

priest, not on the basis of a legal requirement concerning 

bodily descent, but by the power of an indestructible life. 
17 For it is witnessed of him, 

“You are a priest forever, 

    after the order of Melchizedek.” 

18 For on the one hand, a former commandment is set 

aside because of its weakness and uselessness19 (for the 

law made nothing perfect); but on the other hand, a better 

hope is introduced, through which we draw near to God. 

20 And it was not without an oath. For those who formerly 

became priests were made such without an oath, 21 but this 

one was made a priest with an oath by the one who said to 

him: 

22 This makes Jesus the guarantor of a better covenant. 

23 The former priests were many in number, because they 

were prevented by death from continuing in office, 24 but 

he holds his priesthood permanently, because he continues 

forever. 25 Consequently, he is able to save to the  

uttermost[a] those who draw near to God through him, 

“The Lord has sworn 

    and will not change his mind, 

‘You are a priest forever.’” 
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Lesson 8 

The Levitical priesthood was instituted by 

Moses when the Law was established. 

But the Levitical priesthood was never 

able to complete its task, which was the 

atonement of the people. 

Atonement—to make reparation for sin 

so as to _________________God and 

mankind. 

Therefore, a better priesthood was  

needed, a priesthood that could  

accomplish atonement. But to change the 

priesthood would require a change in the 

Law. 

 

Psalm 110 

In this Psalm, oft quoted in the N.T. by 

Jesus, Peter & Paul, King David prophesies 

about one of his descendants who will  

be both king and priest (which cannot 

happen under the Law of Moses.) 

Matthew 22:41-46 

Acts 2:32-38 

1 Corinthians 15:25, Ephesians 1:20, 

Colossians 3:1 

Multiple times in Hebrews 

 

Guarantor of a better covenant—better 

because: 

1. Christ’s ordination to the priesthood 

is by an oath sworn by God himself. 

2. Christ’s priesthood is permanent—

everlasting—because he will never 

die. 

 

A Change in 

Priesthood, 

therefore a 

change in 

Law. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Priest by 

oath not by 

birth 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Levitical 

priests  

could not 

accomplish 

atonement 



since he always lives to make intercession for them. 

26 For it was indeed fitting that we should have such a high 

priest, holy, innocent, unstained, separated from sinners, 

and exalted above the heavens. 27 He has no need, like 

those high priests, to offer sacrifices daily, first for his 

own sins and then for those of the people, since he did this 

once for all when he offered up himself. 28 For the law  
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3. Christ himself is sinless, therefore his 

priesthood is not hindered by his own 

sin. 

NOTE how Hebrews describes Jesus: 

high priest,  

holy,  

innocent,  

unstained,  

separated from sinners,  

exalted above the heavens. 

has no need... 

 

 

A Son  

appointed 

where weak 

men failed 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Excurses: Melchizedek (Genesis 14:17-20) 

Melchi=King & Zedek=Righteousness 

Melchizedek was a type of Christ  

• by reason of his twofold dignity as priest and king, 

• by reason of his name, "king of justice", 

• by reason of the city over which he ruled, "King of Salem, that is, king of peace" (v. 2). Note, Salem is the old 

name for Jerusalem, which means “City of Peace” 

• because he "without father without mother, without genealogy, having neither beginning of days nor end of life, 

but likened unto the Son of God, continueth a priest forever." (v. 3). 

The silence of Scripture about the facts of Melchisedech's birth and death was part of the divine plan to make him 

prefigure more strikingly the mysteries of Christ's generation, the eternity of His priesthood. Abraham, patriarch and 

father of nations, paid tithes to Melchisedech and received his blessing. This was all the more remarkable since the 

priest-king was a stranger, to whom he was not bound to pay tithes, as were the children of Israel to the priests of 

the Aaronic line. Abraham, therefore, and Levi "in the loins of his father" (Heb. vii, 9), by acknowledging his  

superiority as a type of Christ (for personally he was not greater than Abraham), thereby confessed the excellence  

of Christ's priesthood. Neither can it be fairly objected that Christ was in the loins of Abraham as Levi was, and paid 

tithes to Melchisedech; for, though descended from Abraham, he had no human father, but was conceived by the 

Holy Ghost. In the history of Melchisedech St. Paul says nothing about the bread and wine which the "priest of the 

most High" offered, and on account of which his name is placed in the Canon of the Mass. The scope of the Apostle 

accounts for this; for he wishes to show that the priesthood of Christ was in dignity and duration superior to that of 

Aaron, and therefore, since it is not what Melchisedech offered, but rather the other circumstances of his priesthood 

which belonged to the theme, they alone are mentioned in Hebrews.  

Concerning the bread and wine offered by Melchizedek, it is striking to note that Jesus, at the institution of the Holy 

Eucharist, travels to Jerusalem, sits down at the head of the table in the “kings” place, and offers a sacrifice of bread 

and wine to his disciples. His priesthood has begun. 


