
Chapter 6 part B—Establishing Hope as the Basis for the 

Christian Life 

9 Though we speak in this way, yet in your case, 

beloved, we feel sure of better things—things that 

belong to salvation. 10 For God is not unjust so as 

to overlook your work and the love that you have 

shown for his name in serving the saints, as you 

still do. 11 And we desire each one of you to 

show the same earnestness to have the full assur-

ance of hope until the end, 12 so that you may not 

be sluggish, but imitators of those who through 

faith and patience inherit the promises. 

13 For when God made a promise to Abraham, 

since he had no one greater by whom to swear, he 

swore by himself, 14 saying, “Surely I will bless 

you and multiply you.” 15 And thus Abraham, 

having patiently waited, obtained the promise. 16 

For people swear by something greater than 

themselves, and in all their disputes an oath is fi-

nal for confirmation. 17 So when God desired to 

show more convincingly to the heirs of the prom-

ise the unchangeable character of his purpose, he 

guaranteed it with an oath, 18 so that by two un-

changeable things, in which it is impossible for 

God to lie, we who have fled for refuge might 

have strong encouragement to hold fast to the 

hope set before us. 19 We have this as a sure and 

steadfast anchor of the soul, a hope that enters 

into the inner place behind the curtain, 20 where 

Jesus has gone as a forerunner on our behalf, hav-

ing become a high priest forever after the order of 

Melchizedek. 

HEBREWS 

THE LETTER TO THE 

Lesson 6 

Things that belong to salvation: 

_______________ & _______________ 

Done is God’s name 

to serve the saints 

Note: in Scripture, “saint” refers primarily 

to living believers who are called to be-

come and are being transformed by train-

ing in holiness by the Holy Spirit. 

______________ = sure and certain con-

fidence that God will keep his promises. 

Hope is the “fuel” that energizes our spiri-

tual life.   

What does it mean to be holy? 

Not _____________________ 

But _____________________ 

 Of whom? Those who have already  

 inherited their promises (won the 

 prize) 

See Genesis 15:4-18a 

&Genesis 22:1-18, esp. 13-18 

V. 17 unchangeable character of HIS pur-

poses: God’s Promises are guaranteed by 

his own Being: _____________ and 

________________. 

 

V. 19 Worth Memorizing (The Basis of our 

Hope): Jesus is in the Holy Place, as aour-

FORERUNNER, as our high priest. 

Melchizedech again 

See Excersion on Hope, back of page. 

Question, if the Jewish converts of Paul’s 

day were tempted to abandon he Hope of 

Christ for a lesser hope in Moses, what 

false or lesser hopes tempt modern  

Christians? 
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Excurses on Hope 

By Rev. Dr. James I. Packer 

Christians look forward with hope to the joy of being with 

Christ in glory forever. Faith is defined as “the assurance 

of things hoped for” (Heb. 11:1) because the invisible 

things hoped for in the future are grasped through faith. 

Hope is certain; it is “a sure and steadfast anchor of the 

soul” (Heb. 6:18, 19). According to the Bible, Christ is 

“our hope” (1 Tim. 1:1), and our God is called “the God 

of hope” (Rom. 15:13). 

An ethic of hope pervades the New Testament. It is an 

ethic of pilgrimage for strangers on their way home (Heb. 

11:13; 1 Pet. 2:11). It is an ethic of purity, as the one who 

hopes to be like Jesus when He appears “purifies himself 

as he is pure” (1 John 3:3). It is an ethic of preparedness, 

since we should be ready to leave this world at any time 

(2 Cor. 5:6–8; Phil. 1:21–24; cf. Luke 12:15–21). Hope 

calls us to be patient (Rom. 8:25; cf. 5:1–5). Hope gives 

strength and confidence for running the race, fighting the 

good fight, and enduring the tribulations that continue in 

this life (John 16:33; Acts 14:22; Rom. 8:18; 2 Tim. 4:7, 

8). 

Though the Christian life is marked more by suffering 

than by triumph (Acts 14:22; 1 Cor. 4:8–13; 2 Cor. 4:7–

18), our hope is sure and our mood should be free from 

despair (1 John 4:18). 
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