
Maundy Thursday 
 

A reading from St. Paul's First Epistle to the Corinthians, chapter 11, 
beginning at the 23rd verse. 

This passage may be found in the Book of Common Prayer on page 152. 

 

(Pause to allow parishioners to find the page.) 

 

I have received of the Lord that which also I delivered unto 
You, That the Lord Jesus, the same night in which he was 
betrayed, took bread; and when he had given thanks, he 
brake it, and said, Take, eat; this is my body, which is 
broken for you: this do in remembrance of me.  

After the same manner also he took the cup, when he had 
supped, saying, This cup is the new testament in my blood: 
this do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in remembrance of me.  For 
as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do shew 
the Lord's death till he come.  

 

 

(Pause for a count of 5) 

This is the word of the Lord. 



At the Stripping of the Altar 
From John 14-18 

 
---Begin reading without introduction--- 

 
 

When the Passover Supper was ended, Jesus said to his disciples, 

“Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me. 
2 In my Father's house are many rooms. If it were not so, would I 
have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? 3 And if I go and 
prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to 
myself, that where I am you may be also. 
 
 “Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever believes in me will also do the 
works that I do; and greater works than these will he do, because I 
am going to the Father. 13 Whatever you ask in my name, this I will 
do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14 If you ask me 
anything in my name, I will do it. 

15 “If you love me, you will keep my commandments. 16 And I will 
ask the Father, and he will give you another Helper, to be with you 
forever, 17 even the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, 
because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, for he 
dwells with you and will be in you. 

18 “I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you. 19 Yet a little 
while and the world will see me no more, but you will see me. 
Because I live, you also will live. 20 In that day you will know that I 
am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you. 21 Whoever has my 
commandments and keeps them, he it is who loves me. And he who 
loves me will be loved by my Father, and I will love him and 
manifest myself to him.” 22 Judas (not Iscariot) said to him, “Lord, 
how is it that you will manifest yourself to us, and not to the world?” 

 



23 Jesus answered him, “If anyone loves me, he will keep my word, 
and my Father will love him, and we will come to him and make our 
home with him. 24 Whoever does not love me does not keep my 
words. And the word that you hear is not mine but the Father's who 
sent me. 

25 “These things I have spoken to you while I am still with you. 

26 But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my 
name, he will teach you all things and bring to your remembrance all 
that I have said to you. 27 Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to 
you. Not as the world gives do I give to you. Let not your hearts be 
troubled, neither let them be afraid. 28 You heard me say to you, ‘I 
am going away, and I will come to you.’ If you loved me, you would 
have rejoiced, because I am going to the Father, for the Father is 
greater than I. 29 And now I have told you before it takes place, so 
that when it does take place you may believe. 30 I will no longer talk 
much with you, for the ruler of this world is coming. He has no 
claim on me, 31 but I do as the Father has commanded me, so that the 
world may know that I love the Father. 

 “I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser. 2 Every branch 
in me that does not bear fruit he takes away, and every branch that 
does bear fruit he prunes, that it may bear more fruit. 3 Already you 
are clean because of the word that I have spoken to you. 4 Abide in 
me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it 
abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in me. 5 I am 
the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, 
he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing. 
 
 



These things I have spoken to you, that my joy may be in you, and 
that your joy may be full. 

12 “This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have 
loved you. 13 Greater love has no one than this, that someone lay 
down his life for his friends. 14 You are my friends if you do what I 
command you. 15 No longer do I call you servants, for the servant 
does not know what his master is doing; but I have called you 
friends, for all that I have heard from my Father I have made known 
to you. 16 You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you 
that you should go and bear fruit and that your fruit should abide, so 
that whatever you ask the Father in my name, he may give it to you. 
17 These things I command you, so that you will love one another. 

“I have said all these things to you to keep you from falling away. 
2 They will put you out of the synagogues. Indeed, the hour is 
coming when whoever kills you will think he is offering service to 
God. 3 And they will do these things because they have not known 
the Father, nor me. 4 But I have said these things to you, that when 
their hour comes you may remember that I told them to you. 
 
When Jesus had spoken these words, he lifted up his eyes to heaven, 
and said, “Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son that the Son 
may glorify you, 2 since you have given him authority over all flesh, 
to give eternal life to all whom you have given him. 3 And this is 
eternal life, that they know you the only true God, and Jesus Christ 
whom you have sent. 4 I glorified you on earth, having accomplished 
the work that you gave me to do. 5 And now, Father, glorify me in 
your own presence with the glory that I had with you before the 
world existed. 

 



6 “I have manifested your name to the people whom you gave me 
out of the world. Yours they were, and you gave them to me, and 
they have kept your word. 7 Now they know that everything that you 
have given me is from you. 8 For I have given them the words that 
you gave me, and they have received them and have come to know 
in truth that I came from you; and they have believed that you sent 
me. 9 I am praying for them. I am not praying for the world but for 
those whom you have given me, for they are yours. 10 All mine are 
yours, and yours are mine, and I am glorified in them. 11 And I am no 
longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to 
you. Holy Father, keep them in your name, which you have given 
me, that they may be one, even as we are one. 12 While I was with 
them, I kept them in your name, which you have given me. I have 
guarded them, and not one of them has been lost except the son of 
destruction, that the Scripture might be fulfilled. 13 But now I am 
coming to you, and these things I speak in the world, that they may 
have my joy fulfilled in themselves. 14 I have given them your word, 
and the world has hated them because they are not of the world, just 
as I am not of the world. 15 I do not ask that you take them out of the 
world, but that you keep them from the evil one. 16 They are not of 
the world, just as I am not of the world. 17 Sanctify them in the truth; 
your word is truth. 18 As you sent me into the world, so I have sent 
them into the world. 19 And for their sake I consecrate myself, that 
they also may be sanctified in truth. 

20 “I do not ask for these only, but also for those who will believe in 
me through their word, 21 that they may all be one, just as you, 
Father, are in me, and I in you, that they also may be in us, so that 
the world may believe that you have sent me. 22 The glory that you 
have given me I have given to them, that they may be one even as 
we are one, 23 I in them and you in me, that they may become 
perfectly one, so that the world may know that you sent me and 
loved them even as you loved me. 



24 Father, I desire that they also, whom you have given me, may be 
with me where I am, to see my glory that you have given me 
because you loved me before the foundation of the world. 25 O 
righteous Father, even though the world does not know you, I know 
you, and these know that you have sent me. 26 I made known to them 
your name, and I will continue to make it known, that the love with 
which you have loved me may be in them, and I in them.” 

When Jesus had spoken these words, he went out with his disciples 
across the brook Kidron, where there was a garden, which he and his 
disciples entered. 2 Now Judas, who betrayed him, also knew the 
place, for Jesus often met there with his disciples. 
3 So Judas, having procured a band of soldiers and some officers 
from the chief priests and the Pharisees, went there with lanterns and 
torches and weapons. 4 Then Jesus, knowing all that would happen 
to him, came forward and said to them, “Whom do you seek?” 
5 They answered him, “Jesus of Nazareth.” Jesus said to them, “I am 
he.” Judas, who betrayed him, was standing with them. 6 When Jesus 
said to them, “I am he,” they drew back and fell to the ground. 7 So 
he asked them again, “Whom do you seek?” And they said, “Jesus 
of Nazareth.” 8 Jesus answered, “I told you that I am he. So, if you 
seek me, let these men go.” 9 This was to fulfill the word that he had 
spoken: “Of those whom you gave me I have lost not one.” 10 Then 
Simon Peter, having a sword, drew it and struck the high priest's 
servant and cut off his right ear. (The servant's name was Malchus.) 
11 So Jesus said to Peter, “Put your sword into its sheath; shall I not 
drink the cup that the Father has given me?” 
 
(The End. Exit the chancel without bowing and exit the building in silence, unless you 

are staying for prayer, in which case return to your pew and kneel in silence until 

everyone has vacated the building.) 


