Heb. 7:1 - For this Melchisedec,
king of Salem, priest of the most
high God, who met Abraham
returning from the slaughter of
the kings, and blessed him;
2 To whom also Abraham gave
a tenth part of all; first being by
interpretation King of righteousness, and after that also King of
Salem, which is, King of peace;
3 Without father, without
mother, without descent, having
neither beginning of days, nor
end of life; but made like unto
the Son of God; abideth a priest
continually.
4 Now consider how great this
man was, unto whom even the
patriarch Abraham gave the
tenth of the spoils.
5 And verily they that are of the
sons of Levi, who receive the
office of the priesthood, have a
commandment to take tithes of
the people according to the law,
that is, of their brethren, though
they come out of the loins of
Abraham:

Summary - Jesus Christ superior to Aaron. Means that the
priesthood which Jesus holds must be a better priesthood.
Hebrews 7:1-10 lays out the argument that Jesus belongs to
the order of Melchizedek and that this order is greater than the
Levitical one established at Mount Sinai
Notes - Melech + zedek = King of Righteousness; King of Salem
= King of Peace (Psalm 86:10); King and Priest. Why would
Jesus need to be a priest of a different kind? Ultimately, the
Levitical priesthood is inferior because it is founded upon the
shadows not the reality! Also, to be a priest you have to be
from a specific family in the tribe of Levi.
Salem = Jerusalem; Psalm 76:2 mentions Salem and Zion as
synonyms and the place where God dwells (i.e., the Temple
which is in Jerusalem)
St. Paul directly pulls the phrasing “priest of the most high
God” from Genesis 14:17-24 where we first meet Melchizedek.
St. Paul argues how great Melchizedek is in comparison to
Abraham, who is the patriarch of the nation of Israel. Very
significant! Abraham possessed the promises of God and he still
shows obeisance to Melchizedek the priest by paying tithes to
him.
What is not said about Melchizedek is as important as what is
said. He has no geneology, which is very uncommon in Geneis.
Even the Gospel writers took great pains to show how Jesus was
related to King David. In Genesis there are four sets of geneological maps. Adam - 5:1ff, Noah - 10:1ff, Shem - 11:10ff,
Terah - 11:27ff. This line is the line of those who worshipped
the true God. Melchizedek enters suddenly as not only a worshipper, but a priest of the Most High God. The same God that
Abraham worshipped, but the geneologies never mention him.
St. Paul takes this typologically (e.g., it reflects some aspect of
the reality of Jesus). Melchizedek, because he has no geneology
and is of the True God, relects the eternality of the Divine Son
Jesus. This does not mean that Melchizedek did not actually
have parents. He was made “like unto” the Son of God. He is
not a divine being. Geneology significant for priestly qualifications in the Old Covenant.
Melchizedek foreshadows Jesus Christ. He is the “type.” Jesus is
the substance/reality/fulfillment.
Solidarity - The concept of familial solidarity runs deep within
the Scriptures. It is odd to the 21st c. Western American mind
because we think in terms of the individual. St. Paul argues that
because Levi was in the loins of his great grandfather Abra-

6 But he whose descent is not
counted from them received
tithes of Abraham, and blessed
him that had the promises.
7 And without all contradiction
the less is blessed of the better.
8 And here men that die receive
tithes; but there he receiveth
them, of whom it is witnessed
that he liveth.
9 And as I may so say, Levi also,
who receiveth tithes, payed
tithes in Abraham.
10 For he was yet in the loins
of his father, when Melchisedec
met him.

ham, then he effectivly paid tithes to Melchizedek as well thus
proving the superiority of the Melchizedek’s priesthood. The
inferiror party always pays the superior and the superior always
blesses the inferior. St. Paul also uses this logical argument to
discuss original sin in Romans 5. Since we were all in the loins
of Adam we all fell with him when he sinned in Eden and thus
death came into all people.
Verse 8 is odd. I’ve included a modern English rendering:
In the one case tithes are received by mortal men, but in the other
case, by one of whom it is testified that he lives
Mortal men are the Levites. This is the case of the ceremonial
law that passed away, but there (meaning with Abraham and
Melchizedek) the Scriptures testify that he lives. This does not
mean that Melchizedek is still conversant here on earth, but
along the lines mentioned in verse 3. We hear nothing about
his birth or death even though he is a worshipper of the Most
High God. This makes Psalm 110:4 make sense.
Psalm 110:4 - “The LORD hath sworn, and will not repent,
Thou art a priest for ever after the order of Melchizedek”
Melchizedek’s priesthood is the everlasting one. It’s the one
that liveth. Remember the type is formed by the reality and
substance. Meaning Melchizedek reflects the Son of God, Jesus
Christ, not the other way around! Melchizedek is living in the
literary sense, Jesus Christ in the absolute sense.
The whole relationship between Levi and Melchizedek was
established on that day. Levi is inferior and Melchizedek is
greater, as Levi was both seminally and representatively present
with Abraham. The relationship reflects the passing nature of
the Levitical priesthood. Animal sacrifices cannot atone, washing with water in the old covenant could only wash the flesh
not the soul, but the one sacrifice of the Melchizedek perfectly
atones and the washing of water from the everlasting priesthood
washes both body and soul clean.
What about Jesus? Was he not related to Abraham and thus in
his loins too?
Son of God and Son of Man - in the one person of Jesus Christ
the eternal and created orders meet. Melchizedek and Abraham
meet again in Jesus. Perfect priest with the perfect offering,
while being the perfect worshipper with the perfect oblation.
Jesus bridges the gap between the divine and temporal orders.
Liturgical connection

