THE LETTER TO THE

Introduction: The entire Epistle reads like a homily, and
its general theme is the salvation won for us by Christ,
whose one Sacrifice as our one High Priest suffices for all
people and all times. The Old Covenant and the Jewish
religion were preparations for the New Covenant and
the Church founded by Jesus Christ., and the Sacrifice
of Christ superseded and rendered superfluous all the
sacrifices under the Old Covenant. Though the ritual
sacrifices of the Old Covenant fulfilled the Law and
reconciled the people to God, they had no lasting effect.
They could not perfect the conscience of the faithful and
had to be repeated. Reconciliation in Christ, however,
cleanses us from sin and gives is the means (grace) to
avoid sin and to draw nearer to God in holiness.
Christ, our eternal High Priest, is the fullness of God’s
Revelation, and the fulfillment of the Old Testament.
Hebrew’s exhorts its audience to live according to the
example of Christ, who is “the pioneer and perfecter of
our faith (12:22).” (adapted from The Didache Study
Bible)
Author: Traditionally St. Paul has been considered the
author and therefore Hebrews is included in the collection
of Paul’s Epistles in the Canon of Scripture. Though many
early Church Fathers and great Saints accepted Paul’s
authorship of Hebrews (John Crysostum, Augustine,
Jerome, Aquinas), in modern times it has become popular
to argue against Pauline authorship. Popular suggested
alternatives include Luke, Barnabas, Apollos, Silas and
Clement of Rome. However, a close examination of these
arguments reveals that none are compelling or strong
enough to conclude against St. Paul’s authorship. What
is beyond controversy is the “Pauline” character of
Hebrews. The doctrinal content is clearly Paul’s.
(ICSB, p. 413)
Date: Before 70 AD and the destruction of the Temple.
1. At the time of the writing of Hebrews, sacrifices were
still offered in the Temple. This ended in 70 AD.
2. There is no mention of the destruction of Jerusalem.

Lesson 1:

Outline of the Argument
Christ is superior to the Angels
A Superior and Perfect Mediator
Warning not to neglect this salvation

Christ is Superior to Moses
A Superior and Perfect Prophet
Warning against disobedience

Christ is Superior to Aaron
A Superior and Perfect Priest
Warning against immaturity

Call to Perseverance in The Faith
A Superior Covenant implies
Greater Responsibility
Warning concerning discipline

Benediction and Concluding Remarks

THE LETTER TO THE

Hebrews
Chapter 1

Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God
spoke to our fathers by the prophets, 2 but in these
last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he
appointed the heir of all things, through whom also
he created the world. 3 He is the radiance of the
glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature,
and he upholds the universe by the word of his
power. After making purification for sins, he sat
down at the right hand of the Majesty on high,4
having become as much superior to angels as the
name he has inherited is more excellent than theirs.
5 For

to which of the angels did God ever say,
“You are my Son,
today I have begotten you”?

Lesson 1:

The Greatness of the Incarnate Son of God
A Prophet speaks for God as an _________
or ________________.
Last Days =
The Authority of Jesus is established on
the following terms
1. He is a _______________
2. He is therefore the ______________
3. He created the __________________
(cosmos)
4. He is the _______________ of God’s
glory
5. He is the exact ____________ of God’s
nature
6. He made _________________ for our
sins
7. He __________ ___________ at the
right hand of the majesty on high
8. His name is more ______________
than the Angels.

What is that name, more excellent than
the Angels? ________ of _________

