THE LETTER TO THE

HEBREWS
Chapter 12 contains one of several passages which give
strong warnings to Christians. These warnings serve to
awaken Christians to the danger of apostacy and also of
false sense of security.

Lesson 16
Chapter 12 part 4

We have waited until this point in our study to look at several of these warnings, in light of the revelation from
chapter 12, “our God is a consuming fire.”
Chapter 5:11-6:12
11

About this we have much to say, and it
is hard to explain, since you have become
dull of hearing. 12 For though by this time
you ought to be teachers, you need some-

one to teach you again the basic principles of
the oracles of God. You need milk, not solid
food, 13 for everyone who lives on milk is unskilled in the word of righteousness, since he

Wisdom is understanding God’s purposes in
all things.
Scripture says that the pursuit of wisdom is the
noblest of all, the first goal to be sought. To
willfully remain ignorant is a terrible offence.

is a child.14 But solid food is for the mature,
for those who have their powers of discernment trained by constant practice to distinguish good from evil.

6 Therefore let us leave the elementary
doctrine of Christ and go on to maturity,
not laying again a foundation of repentance from dead works and of faith toward
God, 2 and of instruction about washings, the
laying on of hands, the resurrection of the
dead, and eternal judgment. 3 And this we will
do if God permits.

Maturity = those who have their powers of
discernment trained by constant practice to
distinguish good from evil and the wisdom to
choose the good.
Maturity is the goal of all Christian living.
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For it is impossible, in the case of
those who have once been enlightened,
who have tasted the heavenly gift,
and have shared in the Holy
Spirit, 5 and have tasted the goodness
of the word of God and the powers of
the age to come, 6 and then have fallen
away, to restore them again to repentance, since they are crucifying once
again the Son of God to their own harm
and holding him up to con-

tempt. 7 For land that has drunk the rain
that often falls on it, and produces a crop
useful to those for whose sake it is cultivated, receives a blessing from God. 8 But if
it bears thorns and thistles, it is worthless and near to being cursed, and its
end is to be burned.

Enlightened
Tasted the heavenly gift
Shared in the Holy Spirit
Tasted the goodness of the word
And powers of the ager to come
These are all expressions of someone who
really was a Christian in every way, and they
are piled up to take away the notion that if
someone falls away from God it is only because they were never truly a Christian.

Jesus used similar metaphors to describe the
pruning away of the unfaithful, as did St. Paul
throughout the New Testament.
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Though we speak in this way, yet in your
case, beloved, we feel sure of better
things—things that belong to salvation. 10 For God is not unjust so as to overlook your work and the love that you
have shown for his name in serving the
saints, as you still do. 11 And we desire
each one of you to show the same earnestness to have the full assurance of hope until the end, 12 so that you may not be sluggish, but imitators of those who through
faith and patience inherit the promises.

Just as gross sin and apostacy is visible and
grotesque, faithfulness and godliness are also
visible as good works accomplished in God’s
honor and love for the saints—the whole people of God.
Hope—the sure and certain confidence that
God will keep all his promises

Imitate Saints—one of the greatest sources of
inspiration and of direction comes from studying the exemplary lives of Saints who have
prevailed in their walk without God.

