
17 For you know that afterward, when he desired to inherit 

the blessing, he was rejected, for he found no chance to 

repent, though he sought it with tears. 

18 For you have not come to what may be touched, a  

blazing fire, and darkness, and gloom, and a tempest,  
19 and the sound of a trumpet, and a voice whose words 

made the hearers entreat that no further messages be  

spoken to them. 20 For they could not endure the order  

that was given, “If even a beast touches the mountain, it 

shall be stoned.” 21 Indeed, so terrifying was the sight  

that Moses said, “I tremble with fear.” 22 But you have 

come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living God, the 

heavenly Jerusalem, and to innumerable angels in festal 

gathering, 23 and to the assembly of the first-born who are 

enrolled in heaven, and to a judge who is God of all, and 

to the spirits of just men made perfect, 24 and to Jesus, the 

mediator of a new covenant, and to the sprinkled blood 

that speaks more graciously than the blood of Abel. 

25 See that you do not refuse him who is speaking. For if 

they did not escape when they refused him who warned 

them on earth, much less shall we escape if we reject him 

who warns from heaven. 26 His voice then shook the earth; 

but now he has promised, “Yet once more I will shake not 

only the earth but also the heaven.” 27 This phrase, “Yet 

once more,” indicates the removal of what is shaken, as of 

what has been made, in order that what cannot be shaken 

may remain. 28 Therefore let us be grateful for receiving a 

kingdom that cannot be shaken, and thus let us offer to 

God acceptable worship, with reverence and awe; 29 for 

our God is a consuming fire. 
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The greater blessing of a more gracious  

covenant carries with it a greater responsibility 

before God and a greater call to faithfulness. 

 

 

This refers to the final judgment or “Judgment 

Day” when heaven and earth will be “shaken” 

and only what is true, good and beautiful will 

remain. 

A Kingdom that can not be shaken, the king-

dom of our God and of his Christ—the 

Church. “the gates of hell shall not prevail 

against it. NOTE: We often misinterpret this 

Scripture, as if Jesus said the Church will not 

fall to the powers of hell. This is true but not 

what Jesus is saying. The statement means that 

Hell will not be able to withstand the assault 

of the Church! 

What is acceptable worship? 

What is reverence and Awe? 

What worship will survive a God who is a 

consuming fire? 

 



Exodus 19:12-22; 20:18-21 

12 And you shall set limits for the people all around, 

saying, ‘Take care not to go up into the mountain or 

touch the edge of it. Whoever touches the mountain 

shall be put to death. 13 No hand shall touch him, but he 

shall be stoned or shot; whether beast or man, he shall 

not live.’ When the trumpet sounds a long blast, they 

shall come up to the mountain.”14 So Moses went down 

from the mountain to the people and consecrated the 

people; and they washed their garments. 15 And he said 

to the people, “Be ready for the third day; do not go 

near a woman.” 

16 On the morning of the third day there were thunders 

and lightnings and a thick cloud on the mountain and a 

very loud trumpet blast, so that all the people in the 

camp trembled. 17 Then Moses brought the people out 

of the camp to meet God, and they took their stand at 

the foot of the mountain. 18 Now Mount Sinai was 

wrapped in smoke because the Lord had descended on it 

in fire. The smoke of it went up like the smoke of a kiln, 

and the whole mountain trembled greatly. 19 And as 

the sound of the trumpet grew louder and louder, Moses 

spoke, and God answered him in thun-

der. 20 The Lord came down on Mount Sinai, to the top 

of the mountain. And the Lord called Moses to the top 

of the mountain, and Moses went up. 

21 And the Lord said to Moses, “Go down and warn the 

people, lest they break through to the Lord to look and 

many of them perish. 22 Also let the priests who come 

near to the Lord consecrate themselves, lest 

the Lord break out against them.” 

18 Now when all the people saw the thunder and the 

flashes of lightning and the sound of the trumpet and the 

mountain smoking, the people were afraid and trem-

bled, and they stood far off 19 and said to Moses, “You 

speak to us, and we will listen; but do not let God speak 

to us, lest we die.” 20 Moses said to the people, “Do not 

fear, for God has come to test you, that the fear of him 

may be before you, that you may not sin.”21 The people 

stood far off, while Moses drew near to the thick dark-

ness where God was.  

Deut. 4:11-12; 5:22-27  

11 And you came near and stood at the foot of the 

mountain, while the mountain burned with fire to the 

heart of heaven, wrapped in darkness, cloud, and 

gloom. 12 Then the Lord spoke to you out of the midst 

of the fire. You heard the sound of words, but saw no 

form; there was only a voice.  

22 “These words the Lord spoke to all your assembly at 

the mountain out of the midst of the fire, the cloud, and 

the thick darkness, with a loud voice; and he added no 

more. And he wrote them on two tablets of stone and 

gave them to me. 23 And as soon as you heard the voice 

out of the midst of the darkness, while the mountain 

was burning with fire, you came near to me, all the 

heads of your tribes, and your elders. 24 And you said, 

‘Behold, the Lord our God has shown us his glory 

and greatness, and we have heard his voice out of the 

midst of the fire. This day we have seen God speak with 

man, and man still live. 25 Now therefore why should 

we die? For this great fire will consume us. If we hear 

the voice of the Lord our God any more, we shall 

die. 26 For who is there of all flesh, that has heard the 

voice of the living God speaking out of the midst of fire 

as we have, and has still lived? 27 Go near and hear all 

that the Lord our God will say, and speak to us all that 

the Lord our God will speak to you, and we will hear 

and do it.’  

Deuteronomy 9:18-19 

 So I [Moses] took hold of the two tablets and threw 

them out of my two hands and broke them before your 

eyes.18 Then I lay prostrate before the Lord as before, 

forty days and forty nights. I neither ate bread nor drank 

water, because of all the sin that you had committed, in 

doing what was evil in the sight of the Lord to provoke 

him to anger. 19 For I was afraid of the anger and hot 

displeasure that the Lord bore against you, so that he 

was ready to destroy you.   
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