
Genesis 3: The Fall of Man

I. Review – What we learned in the Creation Stories of Genesis 1 and 2

A. God created everything that exists “ex nihilo” (out of nothing).
Creation moves the creation from chaos to cosmos by ordering all things for purpose

B. Mankind’s telos (the end for which he exists) is:

 to bear the image and likeness of God into the cosmos
 as a steward (tending and keeping) of the cosmos
 over which he exercises Dominion (Lord) as the highest and noblest of all creatures 

1. Man is fundamentally social, reflecting the community of the Godhead.

2. Mankind is fundamentally fertile of mind (soul) and body, tasked with filling the earth, as a 
participation in the fecundity of God.

II. Chapter 3

1. Who does the Serpent represent in this story? Where do you find him identified in this text?

2. How does the serpent tempt Eve? Why might it be significant that he tempted Eve first?

3. Looking at the whole chapter and especially focusing on verses 14-19, what were some the 
consequences of the Fall of Man?

4. What is Original Sin? 

What is Concupiscence? 

5. Verse 3:15 is often called the “proto-evangelium”, meaning the “first good news” or the “first 
proclamation of the Gospel”. Why?

6. In verses 17-18 Adam receives the declaration of the curses he has brought on himself and all 
his progeny. In the hymn Joy to the World, one verse proclaims “No more let sins and sorrows 
grow, Nor thorns infest the ground; He comes to make His blessings flow Far as the curse is 
found, Far as the curse is found, Far as, far as, the curse is found. Can you connect the 
symbolism of Genesis 3:17-18 with the symbolism of Christ’s suffering and death to show how 
Jesus reversed the curses?

7. This chapter is full of judgment, sin and the fall. It is also full of grace. What are some of the 
gracious acts of God which are on display in this chapter? How do these acts of grace reassure us
of God’s continued good intentions?


