
Trinity 13 2019

All Glory be to thee Almighty God

We have gathered here today in this most solemn assembly to offer our
worship to the high and holy God of all things seen and unseen; to raise
our prayers and praise and thanksgiving, singing songs of deliverance 
and lifting holy hands to our Maker. 

Yet, we are assembled not merely to offer to God, but we have come 
here today to receive

 TO RECEIVE blessings from his glorious treasury.

We have assembled to partake of his promises to us. The most glorious 
promise of all is this: that we may be partakers of his Divine Nature: 
God himself residing and abiding in you.

We have come to celebrate the receiving of the promises in Holy 
Communion, the source and the summit of all things in Christian life 
and faith.

As we begin this solemn celebration, we turn in prayer to recount our 
blessed estate in the sublime words of the Consecration prayer. 
Considering the lofty heights to which we are climbing on the ladder to 
Jesus Christ, ascending with Angels and Archangels, it is most 
appropriate that we begin with this hallowed acclamation

All glory be to Thee, Almighty God…

For we are now on this to witness the glory of God revealed before our 
eyes and in all our senses.

Glory that was lost to mankind in the banishment from Eden
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Glory that was hidden in the clouds from the eyes of all those were 
delivered from the bondage of Egypt.

Glory that was veiled as it reflected from the face of Moses 

Glory that hid behind the curtain in the temple of the holy city

Glory that was taken from the adulterous generation, the old priest 
crying in his death pangs, Ichabod – the glory of the Lord has departed

Glory that was barely glimpsed only through the dense smoke of the 
Temple when Isaiah was raised to heaven.

Glory so long hidden from even the holiest and most righteous among  
mankind is this day to be revealed
Without clouds
Without smoke
Without veils
Without the mediation of Angels
Without the fear of death

The glory of God is revealed here today, and we shall be made meet 
partakers of that glory.

All glory be to thee, Almighty God…

What is this glory?

We are tempted in our day to think of Glory as something we offer to 
God, as if it were a synonym of praise or honor. This would be a 
mistake. Glory is a quality of God’s person. Glory emanates from the 
Divine Nature.
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Glory breaks into our consciousness when God is near, as light from the
sun, shining in full strength. The glory of God proceeds forth from his 
generation.   How right it is to use that word, generation, to speak of 
the glory that comes from God… and is God.

Throughout the Old Day’s of the prophets, the Glory of God broke forth
and manifested in this world as a glorious light. A light that shone forth 
more brilliantly than humans eyes could tolerate. 

But in these last days, the glory of God shines forth in the face of his 
only begotten Son, in whom all the fullness of the God-head dwells 
bodily.

The glory of God has now broken into our world in the incarnate body 
of His Son, who shares the glory of his Father.

How true his own words when he said, I have seen the Father, and
I know my Father and he knows me. And… If you have seen me, 
you have seen the Father.

His glory was revealed on the holy Mount of Transfiguration when the  
Body of the Son shown forth with the unearthly, white hot light of 
Divine Nature.

 As he descended through the passion of his suffering, the scourge of 
the whip, the hammers and nails of his crucifixion, his last breath on 
the cross, and his descent into hell he bore the glory of God to the 
uttermost reaches of human existence.

When he harrowed Hell’s gates, when he opened the tomb, defeating 
death with a cry of victory, the glory of God burst into the world as the 
Light of Life, the very Hope of Glory in the heart of mankind.
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The Glory of God has been revealed, has come to us, dwelt among us, 
the great Apostle exclaimed “We beheld his glory!” In the face of Jesus 
Christ.

Today, we assemble to partake of that glory for we are granted to 
receive the Sacrament of the very Body and the Blood of Jesus Christ, 
the Glory of God.

As Scripture says, “Is not the cup which we drink a participation in the 
blood of Christ? Is not this bread we eat a participation in his Body?”

How blessed we are that the glory of God – the Light of life and the fire 
of his immediate presence – may be renewed and restored in you this 
day. 

That glory need not fade as it did for Moses, for in this new day God 
shares his glory again and again, restoring in us his image, till the day 
arrive when we shall have a body like unto his, shining in the light of 
Transfiguration, alighted by the Glory that comes from God and is God 
in you. 

Thus we begin our prayer, not as an offering of glory to God, but as a 
joyful and startled recognition that Glory shines forth from the throne 
of God as Jesus draws near.
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