
Sermon for Trinity 17, 2019
The Consecration Prayer series #4
“For the Sins of the Whole World”

Who made there (by his one oblation of himself) a full, perfect, and 
sufficient sacrifice, oblation and satisfaction for the sins of the whole 
world.

It seems to me that everyone who calls themselves Christian must of 
necessity come to a point where he or she knows, deep in the heart, in 
the profound depths of the soul, that Jesus died to take away his sin, her 
sin, my sin. 

This truth is summed up beautifully in the second verse of that great 
hymn Ah Holy Jesus, #71 in our hymnal.

Who was the guilty? Who brought this upon thee?
Alas, my treason, Jesus hath undone thee.
Twas I Lord Jesus. I it was denied thee:

I crucified thee.

It is true that our conversion to Christ, our faith in God and in his holy 
plan for our redemption, is incomplete until we can sing that verse with 
utter consent and broken-hearted sincerity. 

How comforting it is to know, as we read in last weeks Sunday Bible 
College class, 

“God’s love is upon ME, just as if there were no other beings in
the whole world.”

“God’s love is upon YOU, just as if there were no other beings 
in the whole world.”
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And yet, as soon as we have accepted this beautiful truth (that Jesus 
died for me, rose for me, redeems me, just as if I were the only being in 
the whole world) then we remember that we are not the only beings in 
the whole world. And God loves the whole world just as he loves you. 

When first this dawns upon our understanding we think that the whole 
world means “all people everywhere.” And this, too, is true. Perhaps 
even primarily true.  God loves all his human creatures and Jesus was 
incarnate as a Human Being because of God’s love for and intentions for
humanity. It is Humanity which has been assumed into the Trinity, 
sitting upon the throne of heaven.

However, God’s love for humanity is only a portion of the truth. 

When Jesus says, “God so loved the world,” what did he mean by 
world? Did he mean something more than “all people”?

Scripture is clear that God loves the whole world, meaning the whole of 
his creation.

Genesis declares that God was well pleased with every level of being in 
his cosmos, calling each level of being GOOD.

Jonah makes it clear that God was moved to care for Nineveh by his 
love for the 100K people as well as the cattle that dwelt there.
 
The psalms make it clear that God delights in the stars and the heavenly 
bodies which reflect the glory of God from the skies. And that he 
rejoices in the swimming of the leviathan in the sea. It is God who feeds 
the wild beasts and causes the deer to skip on the mountains. 

It is a humbling moment when we come to the realization that God loves
his whole creation and he intends to redeem the whole created order.
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St. Paul makes this revelation clear in a passage we read at every 
celebration of the Feast of St. Francis,

From Romans 8
For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the 
sons of God. For the creation was subjected to futility, not 
willingly, but because of him who subjected it, in hope that the 
creation itself will be set free from its bondage to corruption and 
obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God. For we 
know that the whole creation has been groaning together in the 
pains of childbirth until now. And not only the creation, but we 
ourselves, who have the first-fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as 
we wait eagerly for adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies.
For in this hope we were saved.

What is our hope in Christ? That the whole creation shall be saved 
through the work of Jesus Christ. 

This is the lens through which we view that glorious statement in the 
Consecration prayer of our Anglican Tradition. Jesus Christ is at work to
save you and me, and also the whole world, the whole of creation. Jesus’
work on the cross is sufficient to take away all sin and all the effects of 
sin. He will cleanse the heart of every man who trusts in him, and in so 
doing he will cleanse the created world of evil and death. 

He will redeem us and through us he will raise the world to its intended 
order.  As Ephesians 1 says, 

“God has made known to us His purpose which he set forth in 
Christ, as a plan for the fulness of time, to unite ALL THINGS, 
things in heaven and things in earth.”
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God’s purpose is and always has been to restore heaven and earth 
through Jesus Christ. Till the earth shall be filled with the glory of God 
as the waters cover the sea!”

It is this realization – that God through Christ is redeeming the world, 
setting the world right – which motivates our evangelical spirit. There is 
no human being who is excluded from the love of God, and Jesus came 
into the world to offer salvation to all men everywhere: to the Jew first 
but also to the Greeks, and the Americans and the Muslims and the 
Hindus and the Atheists and the pagans, even the French!

This same truth is our motivation for action in the world, knowing that 
Gospel of Jesus Christ is working to save the whole of creation, nothing 
in the created order is outside the sphere of Christ’s work on the cross.

This is why the so-called separation of church and state is not only 
unConstitutional, it is also opposed to the Gospel and immoral. 

For it is Jesus himself who says in St. Mark’s Gospel, 
“Go into all the world and preach the Gospel to the whole 
creation.”

There was a time when Anglicans were respected the world over for our 
evangelical zeal. Anglicans took the Gospel to the four corners of the 
world. In recent years, I am ashamed to say, we have lost that reputation.
As one priest said to me recently, “How did we get so bad at 
Evangelism?”

Well, I am sure that the way to recover the spirit of Evangelism is to 
recover this grand promise, this central hope of our faith – that upon the 
cross Jesus Christ offered a perfect and sufficient sacrifice which 
redeems us and the whole world! God’s plan is and always has been to 
save the whole creation from sin and death. It all belongs to God and he 
will have it.
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This is the hope in which we are saved. And it is the hope which will 
save the world.

Jesus has offered the sacrifice which destroys sin and redeems the world.
Let’s preach that to the whole creation!
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