
Sermon for Trinity 16, 2019
The Consecration Prayer Series # 3

Full, Perfect and Sufficient

Jesus Christ, who made there a full perfect and sufficient sacrifice…

(Intro about music / 20 Hymns Every Anglican Should Memorize)

For 400 years, God’s chosen people languished under increasingly harsh
captivity in Egypt, until the day God heard their pleas for mercy. He sent
his servant Moses to tell Pharaoh, King of Egypt and the oppressor of 
the people, “Let my people go.” Almost everyone stops there. Let my 
people go! But that is such a truncated version that it misses the point. 
God told Pharaoh, Let my people go!– that they may worship me!”

Thus begins one of the greatest stories in human history, with the call for
the people of God to leave their worldly oppression and enter into 
worship of God. After thousands of years, we, the people of God and the
descendants of those who were called out of Egypt, we still tell the story 
because it reveals the very purpose of our existence. Worship.

The definition of mankind is the animal that worships. 

As the great theologians Alexander Schmemann wrote, “Man is a race of
priests ordained by God to offer the world back to God in thanksgiving 
and praise.”

In this light, the great rebellion of Adam and Eve was not merely eating 
forbidden fruit, it was primarily a refusal to accomplish their purpose. 
They refused their priesthood, and instead of offering their sacrifice of 
praise and thanksgiving to God, instead of offering the world back to 
God, they decide to be gods, and take the world for themselves. 



This refusal to offer God the sacrifice he required is what led to man’s 
fall into sin, and also explains why we have been living contrary to our 
purpose ever since. 

It also helps explain why all worship is sacrificial. Man was created to 
offer the sacrifice of love to God. Here’s the rub, there is no sacrifice for
man to offer God which God did not make and give to mankind. 
Without God’s provision, we have nothing to sacrifice. This is the real 
point of Genesis 1-3: “All things come of thee O Lord, and of thine own 
have we given thee.”

And so, when Abraham went to the mountain to offer Isaac the miracle 
son given him by God’s direct action, God stayed his hand and provided 
a ram in stead, so that Abraham named that place God Will Provide 
Mountain. True worship requires a Sacrifice which even the most 
righteous of men can not provide. God must provide.

So also, when God called his people to leave Egypt and worship him, 
that worship required a sacrifice and only God could provide. This is the
meaning of the story of the Ten plaques sent against the Egyptian. Nine 
plagues demonstrated the futility of the Egyptian idolatry. The Tenth 
plague demonstrated conclusively that the Sacrifice demanded by God 
utter delivered from death. And for those who refused to sacrifice as 
required by God? They were condemned already. 

BTW, I can not resist the opportunity to mention that the Sacrifice God 
required in Egypt was the blood of a spotless Lamb painted on the 
doorway in the shape of a cross, on a house full of people eating the 
flesh of that Lamb. 

In other words, from the story of the Hebrew’s escape from Egypt we 
must learn this key lesson: To escape this world’s condemnation, we 
must worship God with the sacrifice he requires and which only he can 
provide. 



Which brings us to the Consecration prayer of our Liturgy. That prayer 
is, at its heart, a Sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, in recognition that 
God has provided a sacrifice which is full, perfect and sufficient for our 
deliverance from captivity to this world, the flesh and the devil. 

That is exactly what Jesus did there upon the cross. 

Once and for all time, he poured out his life-blood on the cross as a 
perfect sacrifice, sufficient to satisfy God’s demand for humanity to 
accomplish its purpose as priests to God. God gave Jesus in the 
incarnation and Jesus returned that gift to God in perfect submission and
praise. As both priest and victim, Jesus offered to God the only 
acceptable sacrifice. 

Jesus offered what Adam and Eve owed, what we all owe to God. Jesus  
offered himself, his life and the whole world. 

And Jesus received back from God exactly what God offered to Adam 
and Eve and to every man who has ever lived – everlasting life in the 
bliss of God’s presence. 

Here we begin to see the real glory of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
Trusting in Christ Jesus is so much more than a get out of hell free card. 
The Gospel of Jesus Christ is the promise that we can now be all that we
have been created to be. We can once again worship God as holy priests,
offering him the full perfect and sufficient sacrifice he requires and 
receiving from him the everlasting life of bliss in his presence, the life 
Christ now lives with God.


