
Sermon for Trinity 15 / Feast of St. Michael 2019
#3 in The Consecration Prayer Series

Who of thy tender mercy didst give thine only Son 
to suffer death upon the cross for our redemption

BCP p.80

The human mind has an amazing capacity to numb itself to even the 
most shocking facts. What at first fills us with wonder, over time, fails 
even to call our attention. There was a time when I almost wrecked my 
car every time I drove off the island because I could not stop looking at 
the birds in the marsh. Now, I’m the safest driver on the bridge but I 
can’t even tell you which birds are now in season. My brain has become 
accustomed to the sight and now does not even look anymore.

This phenomenon has an effect on how we hear and pray the Liturgy. 
We hear it, we read it, we even pray it – but do we really consider the 
profound truth we are expressing? Do we still behold with wonder the 
powerful and terrible consequences of what we say and profess? 

So, I am asking this morning that you turn your filters off for a moment 
and allow yourself to experience the truth of the liturgy. Let its weight 
fall on you, allow its depth to shock you, gasp in amazement at the truth 
you are about to witness!

Out of tender mercy, God gave his only Son to suffer death upon the 
cross for our redemption.

[pointing to the crucifix above the Altar]

Behold, the most shocking and most important fact of history. God’s 
only Son Jesus Christ robed in human flesh, despised, rejected, 
tormented, slandered, condemned, suffering, nailed to a tree like a 
cursed demoniac, dead and buried for us. For you and for me.
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We have known from the beginning of our race that the only worship 
God accepts from sinful men is worship through sacrifice. 

Allow me to state the truth boldly.

All acceptable worship is sacrificial. 

That is the positive statement. Here is the same truth in the negative.

Without an acceptable sacrifice, worship is impossible.

Following the lead of Jesus Christ, we return to the beginning; to Cain 
and Abel, the two sons of Adam and Eve in Genesis. 

Raised and taught by the former citizens of Eden, both young men  
attempt to worship God. We can not help but notice that both men 
brought a sacrifice to God, because they still remembered what we 
forget, what Moses declared in Deuteronomy, 

“Ye shall not appear before the Lord empty; every man shall give 
as he is able, according to the blessing of the Lord thy God.”

Both men remembered the truth of sacrifice, but one had already 
forgotten, perhaps willfully so, that just any sacrifice will not do. The 
sacrifice offered must be acceptable to God. It must be a sacrifice which 
pleases God and accomplishes the restoration of the relationship lost in 
Eden through rebellion. 

So, from the beginning of humanity, the question has always been, what 
sacrifice is required? And the follow-up question is this, will you offer 
that sacrifice? That is the story of Cain – he knew what to sacrifice, but 
he was unwilling to make that sacrifice. He offered an inferior sacrifice 
and so was rejected. What sacrifice will you make in worship today?

What is acceptable to God?
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Looking back at the Old Testament, we find several important answers 
to this question. First, as Moses taught the people of God, every sacrifice
must be perfect. No blemishes on the gift and no half-hearted 
motivations are acceptable.  

On the one hand, we are told that God demands a rare red heifer and a 
goat without blemish or spot or injury. God doesn’t accept damaged, 
unwanted, valueless sacrifices. Only the best. 

Yet we are also told that God does want the blood of bulls and goats, 
“but a broken and a contrite heart O God thou wilt not despise.” 

Yet we must not miss the next verses which state, When I have a broken 
and a contrite heart then I will offer bulls and goats that you accept, O 
God.”

The Old Testament system of Sacrifice teaches us two things: Sacrifice 
is necessary, and that sacrifice must be perfect as God desires. 

The problem for humanity becomes obvious over time. We can not offer
that sacrifice. There is no such thing as a perfect red heifer nor a goat 
without spot or blemish, and even if there were, a perfect red heifer is no
substitute for the life of a man, no unblemished goat approaches the 
worth of the life of a woman. 

But suppose we found the rarest and most perfect of animals to sacrifice,
the problem yet remains; are my motives perfect? Is there any bit of 
Cain in me, so that I bring my sacrifice not is contrition but in pride? Is 
there any blemish of vice in me when I offer my sacrifice?

A couple of years ago we studied the New Testament book of Hebrews 
precisely to learn God’s remedy for our problem. 
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When no human could be found to offer a perfect sacrifice on behalf of 
the people, God sent his Son, Jesus Christ, to suffer death upon the cross
for us. 

He is that perfect sacrifice. His life of infinite value is sufficient to 
redeem not simply one man but all mankind. And his motivations, 
unstained by rebellion or vice, are pure and acceptable.

His heart broken by the sins of his brothers, he who was without sin, like
the Scapegoat of the Old Testament, he took their sins from us in perfect
humility. Though he desired a different outcome, when he was tempted 
he chose perfect obedience. 

And so, in the death on the cross, the perfect, sufficient and acceptable 
sacrifice was offered to God.

All acceptable worship is sacrificial.
Jesus Christ, the only Son of God is the only acceptable sacrifice.
If we would worship God today, we will do so if and only if we offer 
Jesus Christ as our sacrifice.

How do we do that when Jesus died on that cross two thousand years 
ago?

In future sermons I will speak to you about Anamnesis, and Christ’s 
command that we “remember his death till he returns” in the sacrament.

And we will also speak of how we participate in the sacrifice of Christ 
by our tithes and offerings, by giving up ourselves, our souls and bodies,
and by offering a sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving.

But today, let it be enough to remember this key truth, this shocking 
truth, this beautiful truth,

our glorious God, out of his tender mercy, gave his only Son to 
suffer death upon the cross for our redemption.
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All true worship is sacrificial in nature. Two question before us are these
What sacrifice are you prepared to offer? More importantly, what 
sacrifice is required?
Universalism countered by Anglicanism – tender mercy and crucial 
sacrifice.

Concepts:
Blood sacrifice – the life is in the blood
Sacrifice of Praise and Thanksgiving
Sacrifice of self – ambitions, affections and intellect
Sacrifice of Offspring

Jesus Christ as one perfect sacrifice, oblation and satisfaction
Anamnesis

Body (personal self) Blood (life as potential, future, growth and hope)
Jesus as example of what is required
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