
The Sunday Next Before Advent 
 

 
BEHOLD, the days come, saith the LORD, that I will raise unto David a righteous 
Branch, and a King shall reign and prosper, and shall execute judgment and justice in 
the earth. In his days Judah shall be saved, and Israel shall dwell safely: and this is his 
name whereby he shall be called, THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS. 
 
Another year in our sacred calendar closes with this Sunday, and I hope and pray all of 
you took advantage of the opportunities God placed in front of you to live with greater 
sanctity and progress in the true Faith. Although the opportunities to harvest God’s 
grace this year have passed, our Lord said that the wheat which falls to the ground will 
produce much fruit; and so next Sunday, the First Sunday in Advent, will begin the new 
Christian year and grant us a host of new opportunities to bring forth the fruit of divine 
grace in our lives.  
 
The compilers and translators of our Book of Common Prayer took the collect for this 
week and translated a phrase differently. The Latin reads divini operis fructum exactly 
rendered as the fruit of divine operation, but the collect translates the phrase plenteous 
good works. The translators, I think, rightly made explicit that which was implied in the 
original Latin. The fruit of divine working in our lives are those good works which 
blessed Saint Paul tells us in Ephesians that we were re-created in Christ Jesus to walk in. 
Our Lord himself commands us in Saint Matthew’s Gospel that we should let our light 
so shine before men that they see our good works, and glorify our Father which is in 
heaven. If good works are the fruit or result of divine operation within human souls, 
then it behooves us to know on what basis such grace or operation could be worked. 
How is it that God can take a miserable sinner worthy of wrath, damnation, and death 
and remake him into a saint fit to dwell with him in glory forever and ever world 
without end. Amen? 
 
The text given for the Epistle reading serves well to answer such a question. Anytime the 
Book of Common Prayer uses an Old Testament text for the Epistle should cause a 



raised eyebrow, after all the Prophecy of Jeremiah is not in the New Testament. This 
means that this selection from Jeremiah carries great weight for the Church, as it rightly 
should, because Jeremiah prophesies concerning the coming Savior, Jesus Christ, a good 
text to prepare us for Advent. This particular section also stands out against the 
backdrop of the rest of Jeremiah, whom we lovingly called the Weeping Prophet, 
because this section actually promises deliverance in a book that mostly promises 
judgment.   
 
God tells us immediately that the days are coming when he would fulfill his promise to 
King David and raise up a new branch from his family and of the ancient stock of 
Abraham. God keeps the promises he makes, and at this point in history God has made 
quite a few. He promised a Savior as early as Genesis chapter 3 right after Adam and Eve 
sinned in the garden. He made promises to Noah, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph, 
Moses, David, Solomon, the prophets. Here in Jeremiah, God continues and now 
promises this new King. Naturally, God means that his new King would be a man, a 
flesh and blood human being. Our Lord and King Jesus Christ by taking our human 
nature from his mother, the Blessed Virgin Mary, condescends to our impoverished 
state in order that we might be elevated and partake in the divine nature (2 St. Peter 
1:4).  Jesus became the “Son of Man” in order that we would could become the sons 
and daughters of God. What unspeakable mercy that he would walk among us, as one 
of us and, ultimately, for us.  
 
Yet, if we are to be saved we do not only need a human King, but a human king of 
peculiar quality. This Branch, this King, must be righteous. Israel had kings, and these 
kings were men, but they all failed in this one respect. Even the greatest and most 
upright of Kings in David and Solomon failed in their duty to be righteous. This 
problem is not uncommon, right? In fact this is the problem; the human condition. 
Our first parents refused righteousness in the Garden of Eden and humanity followed 
in their footsteps, the nation of Israel followed specifically, and Israel’s Kings especially. 
The Kings were to represent the nation of Israel to God, Israel was to represent all of 
humanity to God, and humanity was to represent the very cosmos to the Creator, but 
we refused. Wicked kings invited the judgment of God which Jeremiah prophesied even 



after repeated calls to repentance; these unfaithful shepherds led the people to worship 
idols and sacrifice their own sons and daughters to demons.  
 
So what does righteousness mean? We know Jeremiah preached immanent judgment on 
Israel for refusing to be righteous, but what does it look like to be righteous? Perfectly 
keeping the law of God? This would be a result of righteousness, but not the heart of it. 
The law was given in the first place because men were already unrighteous. The best 
way to describe righteousness would be to connect it with the concept of oblation. We 
say this in our liturgy concerning Christ’s sacrifice: that it is the “one oblation of himself 
once offered” An oblation is an offering to God, and from our oblations have we 
fulfilled the righteousness of God when we have offered to God our own selves. All of 
it: body, soul, mind, strength. True righteousness offers to God our bodies to work in 
his service, our wills to desire those things which he desires, our souls to love him before 
any other. Anything less than that, misses the righteousness of God which we, His 
creatures, owe him. Your offerings each week are symbolic of offering up to God 
everything that you own, everything that you are, and telling him “I love you before all 
others”. Isn’t that, in the end, what sin is? Not loving God before all others? Keeping 
something back from him in the great oblation of ourselves? Not totally conforming 
our will to his? 
 
Sacrificing to pagan gods, sacrificing children, oppressing the poor: All the things for 
which God indicts Israel should be condemned. You would be correct to condemn our 
spiritual ancestors; by God’s standard they were not righteous, as they did not love God 
before all else, but at the same time we would condemn ourselves. Hear St. James, For 
whosoever shall keep the whole law, and yet offend in one point, he is guilty of all.  We need 
a king to represent us to God, we need him to be human, and we need him to be 
righteous. Yet, what mere man can do this? Which Son of Adam among us is worthy? 
Any volunteers? We have to have a human king, but all of us are disqualified because of 
sin. Jeremiah continues his prophecy:   and this is his name whereby he shall be called, 
THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS. The name by which this coming righteous 
human king would be “THE LORD”. How amazing is it that God would reveal his 
plans plainly in the Old Testament? This human king owns the very name of God. So 
our righteous human king is not merely human. He is God and Man. Jesus Christ both 



Son of Man and Son of God. The righteousness of God, which never changes, which 
remains constant, unites with human flesh. The righteousness of God resides in human 
nature even now, that means you and I can share in it. For in the same way that we 
shared in Adam’s sin with the corruption of our nature, we now have a new Adam 
whose nature is righteousness itself!  Jeremiah crowns our God King as THE LORD 
OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS. Our righteousness. Jesus Christ satisfies the righteousness 
of God in human nature, so then those who are united to Christ are re-created after the 
likeness of Christ. If we are re-created after his likeness then we are re-created righteous 
before God. When we grasp Christ, we grasp everything he is by nature, and receive it 
for ourselves by grace. The solution to our problem is a person. The fulfillment of 
God’s ancient promises to our spiritual forefathers culminate in Christ. 
 
In 2 Corinthians St. Paul tells us that For all the promises of God in him are yea, and in 
him Amen. The promise to Abraham that all nations of the earth would be blessed by 
his seed; to the Patriarch Judah whom God gives the scepter to rule; to David, whom 
God promises that his throne would be established forever and ever. To Moses when he 
says he will raise up a greater Teacher and Lawgiver. All of Old Testament history and 
expectation barrels towards this one moment in time where God the Son condescends 
to save Mankind by taking on flesh, blood, and human soul. Advent reflects upon the 
coming of God made flesh. 
 
But time races onward, and as we prepare to start another year next week in Advent, we 
must remember that this righteous God-Man, our King, promised to return, and God 
keeps his promises. Let us waste no time in preparing for that glorious return by acting 
upon the grace of God in good works as the collect calls us. These good works which we 
are to walk in are two things: 1.) they are the results of Christ’s righteousness and 2.) 
they are means for His righteousness in us to increase. They are results in the sense that 
because Christ is now your righteousness, you can now produce works pleasing to God. 
They are the fruit of divine operation, which only a righteous tree can produce.  
 
Not only are they the results, but good works are also the way God continues to make you 
righteous; By cooperating with the grace of God in good works, the Holy Ghost fashions 
our souls after the likeness of Christ. It is through this habit of righteousness that God 



mortifies the sinful desires of the flesh that stand against his righteousness and our souls 
and, instead, cultivates a holy disposition within  us.  
 
This should be the standard by which we look back on the past year and judge our 
progress in holiness. Have you walked in good works? Have I? Don’t judge your 
progress by religious affections or sentiment, humans are very good at self-deception. 
Judge your progress by that very thing the Scriptures call you to judge yourself by. For if 
good works are the results and means of righteousness then they are the proof of your 
oblation to the righteous king. They are works of Love. Do not presume upon a 
confession of “Jesus is Lord” without changing and reordering your life to revolve 
around him, his Church, and his mission. All of our lives belong to him. Hold nothing 
back! Heed the warning of Ananias and Sapphira in the book of Acts. Heed the 
warnings of our Lord in Gospels. 
 
Stir us up Lord! Grant us the desire and will to cultivate the fruits of righteousness, and 
may we, by the grace and power of thy Holy Spirit, be found worthy of those promises 
at thy Second Advent. 
 
IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND OF THE SON AND OF THE HOLY 
GHOST.   


