
Sermon for the Sunday after the Ascension, 2016

Alleluia! Christ ascended on high and sitteth at the right hand of God.

O come, let us adore him. Alleluia!

In the name of the Father…

It is my firm conviction that the Ascension of Jesus Christ is the most important 
holy day of our age. The meaning of the Christ’s Ascension into heaven, and the 
“innumerable benefits procured unto us by the same” are a sort of consummation 
of the Gospel for mankind.

The Incarnation and Christmas are huge. Pentecost is enormous. The Resurrection 
at Pascha is magnificently glorious. And all that glory and beauty and Gospel joy is
crowned by this immutable if unfathomable truth – Christ Ascended into the 
heavens and is seated at the right hand of God in the heavenly places, where he 
dwells eternally to make intercession for you and for me.

What does the Ascension mean for us today? 

“Send to us thine Holy Ghost to comfort us, and exalt us to the same place wither 
Christ is gone before.”

The whole goal of the Gospel of Jesus Christ is to lift us out of our falleness and to 
exalt us to the presence of God.

The whole point of the Gospel is to reconcile us to our father in heaven thereby 
restoring us to the life he intended all mankind to share.

But what does that look like? What is the exalted life to which the Holy Ghost 
exalts Christian men and women?

St. Peter delivers a beautiful image of the exalted life in today’s Epistle lesson.

First, and perhaps foremost, the exalted life to which the holy Ghost lifts us is a life
of sober, watchful prayer. 

I think the RSV bible translation gets it right, “The end of all things is at hand; 
therefore, keep sane and sober for your prayers.”
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I think immediately of Adam and Eve walking with God in the Garden during the 
cool portion of the day. What happy sobriety and what careful, attentive sanity 
must have marked their every conversation. 

You and I are exalted to live a life of daily, immediate access to God in prayer. 

Second, the holy Ghost comes to exalt us to a life of love for one another, knowing
that love covers a multitude of sin. 

Third, the exalted life of the Spirit filled Christian is a life of hospitality. Did you 
know that hospitality is one of the most prominent subjects in Scripture? 
Hospitality (which has its root in the same word as hospital) is the art of the 
friendly and generous reception and care for guests and strangers. 

Fourth, the Holy Ghost intends to exalt Christians to a life of stewardship. Again, 
we think of Adam and Eve tending the garden as stewards of this earth. There is so
much we could and ought to say about this stewardship. First it is about our 
offering to God what is his and placing all things into his service. Stewardship is 
also about things such as cleaning rivers, using soap that doesn’t harm the 
environment, avoiding exploitative practices such a strip mining and protecting the
nesting sites of turtles. But more than that it is about planting trees and setting 
aside green zones in the city such as Egan’s Creek – did you know that Egan’s 
Creek is an outworking of the Holy Ghost exalting us to a greater life of 
stewardship in the household of God? Stewardship is an enormously important 
aspect of the exalted life which Christ is granting us through his Ascension into 
heaven.

Fifthly (is that a word, fifthly? My spell checker says it is so we will go with it.) 
Fifthly, Peter speaks of the stewardship primarily as a careful and effective use of 
the graces which Christ gives to his church. The exalted life is a life of grace 
poured out on the world.

Peter says that one of the graces we share is Speaking the “oracles of God” into the
world. What is that? It means knowing and sharing the wisdom of God with all 
creation. And that is a gracious act, so speak carefully and effectively according to 
the wisdom of God and not the wisdom of this culture, this century, this “perverse 
generation.”  Share the wisdom of God.

Another shared grace Peter mentions is Serving the needs of others - being a 
mother Teresa or a St. Martin de Peres – this too is the grace of God. We are being 
raised by the holy Ghost to steward the grace of serving other. 
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All of this is done, as St. Peter says, “in order that in everything God may be 
glorified through Jesus Christ.

Christ Ascends into heaven. He sends the holy Ghost to us. And now the Holy 
Ghost exalts us to the life of Christ – a life of prayer, love, hospitality, stewardship 
and shared graces such as wisdom and service to others.

I don’t know about you, but as for me…

I look at this vision and I am saddened by my failure to live this exalted life? I 
don’t think I am as hospitable as the Holy Ghost would have me to be. I don’t 
think my prayer life is as exalted as it could be, or should be.  I am disappointed in 
myself.

And yet, I am also excited by this vision set forward by St. Peter of what my life is 
to be. I am excited to know what is possible because of the holy Spirit and I am 
renewed in my hope for progress. 

There is an old saying. I am not what I should be, but thank God I am not what I 
used to be and, by God’s grace, I am headed in the right direction.

I’m headed upward toward the high calling of God, exaltation to the life lived in 
the power of Christ.

That is God’s message to you, to all of us who are Christians. Christ ascends into 
heaven and gives gifts to men, the gifts of the Holy Ghost exalting us to prayer, 
love, hospitality, stewardship and shared graces. 

It may be that none of us have yet arrived at the full exaltation intended for us. 
That’s ok. We are all on a journey. A journey upward. A journey to a higher life, a 
greater life. 

I want to go higher. I know you do too. So let us ascend!

Prayer, love, hospitality, stewardship and shared grace – this is the glory of God 
through Christ in you.

Finally, I want to share with you a commitment I have made, one which I hope you
will make as well.

I plan to make today’s Collect for the Day my personal daily prayer for the rest of 
this Christian year. Everyday, I am going to ask God to send his Holy Ghost to me,
and enable me to live the exalted life of the Gospel. I am going to strive, by God’s 
help, to pray better, to love more, to be genuinely hospitable, especially to 
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strangers, to be a better, broader steward of God’s all gifts, and find new ways to 
glorify God by sharing grace in service to others. I am serious sober, sane about 
making progress in this upward calling, and I am making myself accountable to 
you.

I am also inviting you to join me in making this prayer your own. Will you dare to 
focus all your energy and your sanctity in the pursuit of exaltation to a life of 
perfect prayer, unfailing love, ungrudging hospitality, good stewardship, and 
shared grace? 

Let’s pray….

O God, the King of glory, who hast exalted thine only Son Jesus Christ with great 
triumph unto thy kingdom in heaven: We beseech thee leave us not weak; but send 
to us thine Holy Ghost to strengthen us, and exalt us unto the same place whither 
our Saviour Christ is gone before, who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy 
Ghost, one God, world without end.  Amen
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