
Sermon for Whitsunday 2016

Alleluia! The Spirit of the Lord filleth the world.

O come, let us adore him. Alleluia!

In the name of the Father…

Today is Whitsunday, a feast which is born of the Old Testament Feast of 
Pentecost which followed 50 days after Passover, just as Whitsunday follows 50 
days after Resurrection Sunday.

Whitsunday commemorates that glorious day when the ascended Lord Jesus, 
seated at the right hand of the Father on high, kept his promise, sending the “other 
Comforter” the Holy Ghost into the world.

As we read in the reading from Acts, the Holy Ghost descended first upon the 
Apostles who were gathered together. They were together in one place so that they 
could all experience the same event, and thus all share equal confidence, bearing 
effective testimony that the coming of the Holy Ghost was true and was in them 
all. In this way, as well as many other ways, we see that Christianity is not a 
private affair – of me and my personal Jesus hidden away. The promises of Jesus 
are for all people and are experienced within the body of Christ, which is the 
Church together in worship. 

The Holy Ghost came upon the disciples, and his presence was known to them by 
many signs and wonders. Most notably by tongues of fire, by a terrifying sound, 
and by the miracle of “speaking other languages” for the proclamation of the 
Gospel.

The tongues of fire fell upon each of the Apostles, signifying a great truth of the 
Christian faith. The Holy Ghost is not the possession of any one individual – such 
as a pope, a bishop, a televangelist, or a faith-healer, or that well-intentioned 
relative who presumes to speak for God. The Holy Ghost lives in all who belong to
Christ.  He resides in every Temple that belongs to him, as St. Paul says, your 
Body is a Temple of the Holy Spirit.

The terrifying sound, described as the sound of a rushing wind, filled the room, 
and then filled the streets around where the Apostles were gathered. This sound, 
rushing to fill the whole earth signifies the extent of the Holy Ghost’s ministry. He 
has not come into the world to fulfill the selfish desires of individual men. He has 
come into the world to retake it, to gather it together and bring all things into 
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submission to Christ Jesus. The Holy Ghost cannot be contained, he will take the 
Gospel “all creation” and St. Mark says in his Gospel. 

This is why Christianity is always truest when it is optimistic. The success of the 
Church and of Christian faith, the fruit of the Gospel and the salvation of souls, the
rescue of the world and the establishment of the Kingdom of God is not dependent 
upon our ingenuity or designs. When we pray “thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done on earth” we are confident that our prayer shall be answered, is being 
answered, because the holy Ghost has come into the world, and it is his ministry to 
fill the earth, reclaiming it for the Kingdom of God. We could fail, but the Holy 
Ghost shall prevail.

The speaking in tongues is a truly fascinating event, which has been the source of
much controversy in history. First, let’s be clear about what happened. The holy 
Ghost came down upon the disciples and they all began to preach. 

As is so often the case, St. Peter rose to respresent the twelve Apostles. And Being 
filled with the holy Ghost, he declared the Gospel, speaking in one language, most 
likely Aramaic, but because of the Holy Ghost at work in Peter, the people 
gathered to listen all heard the words as if they had been spoken in their own native
tongues – Greek, Phoenician, Roman, Cretan, Babylonian. 

So the miracle was both obvious – everyone recognized the miraculous nature of it 
- and it was completely understandable – everyone heard and understood what 
Peter was saying.

Perhaps it is the controversy surrounding this miracle of the Holy Ghost which has 
caused men to reflect upon it so much. But the Church has long understood this to 
be the undoing of the curse which came at the tower of Babel

At Babel, because of the arrogance and pride of mankind in their efforts to save 
themselves, God mercifully confounded their languages so that they could no 
longer understand one another. This so-called curse was merciful precisely because
it put an end to the false hope that mankind could save themselves without God.

When the Holy Ghost arrives, he reverses the curse of Babel. Men now easily 
understand one another so that they may hear the good news of how God has saved
what man could not. 

Through this miraculous undoing of the curse of Babel we learn that the Gospel
of Jesus Christ is good news for all mankind, in all places and for all time. 
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The Holy Ghost does not conform to the whims of men in their arrogance, rather 
he opens their ears, their hearts, their minds to hear the truth as it is in Christ, the 
Logos of God – the Reason behind existence.

Tongues of fire, the sound of a mighty rushing wind, bold preaching heard in 
every language of every citizen and stranger in Jerusalem. These we 
commemorate today, on Whitsunday. It must have been an awesome experience, 
by which I mean had we been there, surely our hearts would have been filled with 
awe, our knees would have buckled with the sound, our hearts would have lept for 
joy when we heard the glad tiding that Jesus saves, Jesus saves.

But what does that mean? What does it mean to be saved? Today, 2,000 years after
the main event, the Holy Ghost has ministered so effectively in the world that we 
often take many things for granted. In a way, we have become so accustomed to 
the fire and the sound and the message that we are unmoved by the Spirit, we are 
inoculated to the awe of His work. 

What is this salvation which the Holy Ghost is applying to the world?

Is it a guarantee that we shall escape the condemnation of the Heavenly judge and 
the fires of Hell? In the language of my generation, is salvation a “get out of hell 
free” card?

What does the Holy Ghost say?

Saint Peter, the man who was filled with the holy Ghost to preach the first 
Whitsunday sermon, he proclaimed this Gospel, 

“3 God’s divine power has granted to us all things that pertain to life and 
godliness, through the knowledge of him who called us to[a] his own glory 
and excellence,[b] 4 by which he has granted to us his precious and very great
promises, so that through them you may become partakers of the divine 
nature…”

St. John, who also received the fire of the Holy Ghost, preached this Gospel, 

2 the life was made manifest, and we have seen it, and testify to it and 
proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with the Father and was made 
manifest to us— 3 that which we have seen and heard we proclaim also to 
you, so that you too may have fellowship with us; and indeed our 
fellowship is with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ. 4 And we are 
writing these things so that our[a] joy may be complete.
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St. Paul did not receive the Holy Ghost on the first Whitsunday, but the Holy 
Ghost came upon him when he was Baptized in the Church at Antioch and the gift 
of the Holy Ghost in him was confirmed by the testing of the Apostles in 
Jerusalem. St. Paul preached this about salvation in Christ, 

29 For those whom God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the 
image of his Son,

And in another place he says,

1 cor 15: 49 Just as we have borne the image of the man of dust, we shall[a] also 
bear the image of the man of heaven.

The message of Pentecost is come upon us, and it is this – God sent his son into the
world to conquer sin and death which he has done, and now he has sent his Holy 
Ghost into the world so that you and I may be partakers of the Divine Nature, 
knowing complete joy through fellowship with the holy Trinity, being conformed 
into the image of the Son of God, who is the man of heaven. 

We are saved from our fallen state so that we may become saints.

The Holy Ghost has come into the world with tongues of fire, terrible rushing 
winds and the mighty works of God heard in every language! All this, so that you 
and I may hear the call - to become Saints, the holy people of God, living lives of 
holiness and righteousness all our days. 

__________________
O God, the King of glory, who hast exalted thine only Son Jesus Christ with great 
triumph unto thy kingdom in heaven: We beseech thee leave us not comfortless; 
but send to us thine Holy Ghost to comfort us, and exalt us unto the same place 
whither our Saviour Christ is gone before, who liveth and reigneth with thee and 
the Holy Ghost, one God, world without end.  Amen.
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