
The Third Sunday after the Resurrection, 2016

Priest: Alleluia.  The Lord is risen indeed; 
response:  O come, let us adore him.  Alleluia.

In the Name of the Father, etc.

Introduction: The inner logic of the Easter Season, its Scripture 
readings and prayers

Easter was the time for Baptisms, therefore the readings and 
the prayers are intended to further catechize and encourage the
newly initiated members of the Church. As a side note, its very 
interesting that the Church saves some of its best lessons for 
after Baptism, a sign that we have always known that the grace 
given in baptism enables us to fully understand the Christian 
faith. Before Baptism and its grace, there are some truths which
even the well intentioned simply can not grasp.

In this context of catechizing the newly baptized, the all the 
collects take on a special and pointed direction as do all the 
readings but especially the Gospels. During Easter, all the 
Gospel lessons are taken from St. John. And on the last three 
Sundays of Easter, beginning today, all the Gospel lessons are 
taken from the words which Jesus spoke at the Last Supper, on 
the night in which he was betrayed and crucified.

Transition: At first this seems odd. Now that Jesus is risen from 
the dead, why do we return to that sorrowful night?  

We return so that we may rejoice in the promises which 
Jesus spoke that night – promises which are now fulfilled. 
Today, we begin with two of those promises.

You will see me again. For us who are Christians this 
promise is both fulfilled already and also will be fulfilled in 



the future. We rejoice in the resurrection, because the 
world sees Jesus as its living Lord. But we also rejoice in 
the knowledge that he will come again.

The second is the one I wish to focus upon today.
Jesus said, “Your sorrow will turn to joy, which no man 
taketh away.”

There is such a thing as pleasure. It is the response of the 
body to the attainment of material desires: good food, fast 
cars, leather recliners, well-made clothes can give us 
pleasure.

There is such a thing as happiness. It is the response of the
heart to the attainment of the heart’s desires: finding love, 
a sense of well-being, knowing success in our chosen field, 
these are among the things that make us happy.

There is such a thing as joy. It is the response of the soul to
the attainment of holiness before God. Joy is the exclusive 
possession of the righteous who seek and find God.

Disease and poverty can rob us of our material gains and 
therefore take our pleasures.

Death, misfortune and failure can rob us of our heart’s 
desires and kill our happiness. 

But nothing can separate the righteous from the love of 
God, and nothing can steal away joy.



This truth is one of the greatest revelations in all of 
Scripture. Now we know what joy is, how it is attained and 
we are fully enabled to find it. 

Joy is knowing God through Jesus Christ. That sounds too 
easy, too facile. And of course the simple statement belies 
a world of meaning. But the simple remains true. 

If we want joy, we will find it only where true joys are to be 
found. Where is that?

As the Psalmist says, “You, O God, Will show me the path of 
life, in your presence is fullness of Joy.”

And St Thomas Aquinas says, "No man can live without joy.”

So here is revealed the purpose and the fulfillment of your 
life. The reason you are alive in this world, the reason Christ 
has called you to himself and the reason you came here 
today is to learn, relearn and rededicate yourself to the 
pursuit of joy by submitting yourself to the righteousness and
holiness which you are meant for. 

The sorrow of our alienation is ended. God is ours once again.
We can know him and live this life in his presence. That is joy.

Alleluia. Christ is risen.

Turning sorrow into joy and no one can take it away.


