
The Second Sunday after the Resurrection, 2016

Priest: Alleluia.  The Lord is risen indeed; 
response:  O come, let us adore him.  Alleluia.

In the Name of the Father, etc.

In scripture there are many images or analogies which God uses
to help us understand the relationship between him and his 
people. Christ is the Bridegroom and the Church his Bride. The 
Church is the Body and Christ is the head. The Church is a holy 
nation and Christ is the King. The Church is Temple and Christ is
the high priest. 

Today, we read of yet another analogy of God and his 
relationship to his people. God is the shepherd and his people 
are his sheep. 

It is an image which has always gripped the hearts and the 
imaginations of the people of God. 

Earlier, during Morning Prayer we chanted the Venite, “For he is 
the Lord our God, and we are the people of his pasture and the 
sheep of his hand.”

In the Jubilate Deo we sing, “Be ye sure that the Lord he is God, 
it is he that hath made us and not we ourselves; we are his 
people and the sheep of his pasture.” 

Before the Gospel reading today we sang the famous hymn, 
“The King of love my shepherd is.” 

The verses of that hymn are a paraphrase of Psalm 23, which, of
course, we read today. “The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not 
want.” You may have noticed that we read Psalm23 from the 
Liturgy for the burial of a Child. When we face life’s most 
devastating and most painful tragedies, it is Christ the Good 
Shepherd who comforts us. 



It is such an important image that we call this day, “Good 
Shepherd Sunday.

So when Jesus refers to himself as the Good Shepherd, what 
does he mean? What are we to understand? Though the 
answers to these questions are myriad, I will propose three.

First, when Jesus says I am the Good Shepherd, he is claiming to
be God.

Second, it is the responsibility of the sheep to listen only to the 
Good Shepherd.

And, finally, when Jesus says, I am the Good Shepherd, he is 
speaking about the Eucharist.

Let’s explore my points by beginning at the end of the passage. 
The Prayer Bok has us read John 10:11-16. But the Good 
Shepherd passage neither begins nor ends with those verses. If 
we read the whole account we find something very peculiar. 

Beginning at verse 19, St. John writes, “

There was again a division among the Jews because of 
these words. 20 Many of them said, “He has a demon, and is
insane; why listen to him?” 21 Others said, “These are not 
the words of one who is oppressed by a demon. Can a 
demon open the eyes of the blind?”

When we read the passage a few moments ago, did it strike you
as something which would cause an uproar of this magnitude?

Who are these people who hear Jesus say, I am the Good 
Shepherd” and then declare, “He has a demon. He is insane. 
Don’t listen to him.”?

At the beginning of this passage we learn that Jesus is speaking 
in response to the Pharisees. Now we are all familiar with this 



ancient sect of Jews. They were strict observers of the Law of 
Moses, they were often in charge of the local Synagogues 
scattered throughout Israel and around the world, and they 
were very concerned for Israel to enter into the promises of 
God. They saw themselves as shepherds of the people of God, 
leading them to a bright and happy future.

When these biblical scholars, teachers, and pastors heard the 
Jesus say, “I am the Good Shepherd,” they immediately thought
of the prophesies of the prophet Ezekiel, found in the 34th 
chapter of his prophesies.

The word of the LORD came to me: 2 “Son of man, prophesy against
the shepherds of Israel; prophesy, and say to them, even to the 
shepherds, Thus says the Lord GOD: Ah, shepherds of Israel who 
have been feeding yourselves! Should not shepherds feed the 
sheep? 3 You eat the fat, you clothe yourselves with the wool, you 
slaughter the fat ones, but you do not feed the sheep. … 5 So they 
were scattered, because there was no shepherd, and they became 
food for all the wild beasts. 
7 “Therefore, you shepherds, hear the word of the LORD: 8 As I live, 
declares the Lord GOD, surely …because my shepherds have not 
searched for my sheep, but the shepherds have fed themselves, and
have not fed my sheep, 9 therefore, you shepherds, hear the word of
the LORD: 10 Thus says the Lord GOD, Behold, I am against the 
shepherds, and I will require my sheep at their hand and put a stop 
to their feeding the sheep. No longer shall the shepherds feed 
themselves. I will rescue my sheep from their mouths, that they 
may not be food for them.
11 “For thus says the Lord GOD: Behold, I, I myself will search for 
my sheep and will seek them out. 12 As a shepherd seeks out his 
flock … so will I seek out my sheep, and I will rescue them.

I myself will be the shepherd of my sheep, and I 
myself will make them lie down, declares the Lord 



GOD. 16 I will seek the lost, and I will bring back the 
strayed, and I will bind up the injured, and I will 
strengthen the weak, and the fat and the strong I will 
destroy. And I will feed them in justice.

As you can see, this passage explains the strong negative 
reaction of the Pharisees. God had rejected them as shepherds 
over his people, and they did not like it. 

More importantly, Ezekiel had prophesied that God himself 
would be the Good Shepherd. God himself would rescue his 
people. So when Jesus said, I am the Good Shepherd. He was 
claiming to be one and the same with God. He was claiming to 
be God come down from heaven to rescue his lost sheep.

This realization angered the Pharisees no end. They would not 
believe that Jesus was God in human flesh. But for us, this same
realization is full of the greatest comfort. Jesus is none other 
than the total fulfillment of God’s promise to rescue and save 
us. As a shepherd goes in search of his lost sheep, and searches
until he finds it, and binds its injuries and carries it home, so 
God has come in search of you. His great longing is to bind up 
your enjuries, heal your wounds, and lay you on his shoulders 
and carry you to the safety of his love and care.

Ezekiel’s prophesy adds more insight. After rejecting the false 
and wicked shepherds, the Lord speaks to his sheep.

“As for you, my flock, thus says the Lord GOD: Behold, I 
judge between sheep and sheep, between rams and male 
goats. 18 Is it not enough for you to feed on the good 
pasture, that you must tread down with your feet the rest 
of your pasture; and to drink of clear water, that you must 
muddy the rest of the water with your feet? 19 And must my



sheep eat what you have trodden with your feet, and drink 
what you have muddied with your feet?

While the wicked shepherds carry the blame and are rejected, 
God reprimands the people for living with the wicked shepherds,
for allowing themselves to be led into wickedness. 

The point that is clearly made is this: Christ is the Good 
Shepherd, and we have a double-edged responsibility to reject 
every voice but his and to listening to him with affectionate and 
faithful obedience. “My sheep hear my voice and follow me.” 
Jesus says. 

You and I are here today to listen to him, to hear his voice and 
his word. We are also here to dedicate ourselves anew to willing
obedience. We will follow him. We will follow the Good 
Shepherd.

In closing, I make my final point. In Ezekiel, God indites the 
shepherds on the grounds that they have failed to feed his 
sheep.

The shepherds have fed themselves, and have not fed my sheep, 
therefore, I am against them.

And the promise of God theough the prophet is this, “I will seek 
my sheep and I will feed them.”

When Jesus says, I am the Good shepherd, he is making a 
Eucharistic claim. Leading his sheep to green pastures and cool 
waters, he will feed his sheep with food and drink in deed

This is a prophesy concerning the Lord’s Supper. It is the Good 
Shepherd who gives his life for his sheep. He will not feed 
himself on the flesh of his flock, but he will give himself to them.
So he says, My flesh is food indeed and my blood is drink in 
deed. 



This Eucharist, this sacrament we are about to receive is also 
the direct fulfillment of the prophesy of Ezekiel. God has come 
to us. He has sought us and found us. And now he offers us 
spiritual food that will nourish and strengthen us.

Come to the Table. Taste and see that the Lord is Good. Give 
thanks to the Good Shepherd: Our God, our Shepherd, our food. 


