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The Lord hath manifested forth his glory…

O come, let us adore him.

In the Name…

Today, we have read some of the most famous words in Holy Scripture: 

And a voice came from heaven, “You are my beloved Son, with 
you I am well pleased.”

These are the closing words of that most famous scene. Jesus enters the 
Jordan river and is baptized by John. Coming up out of the water, we see
the heavens torn asunder, and a dove descending upon the Christ, and 
that voice … 

It was a tearing asunder of the heavens. They were rent in twain, as the 
veil of the Temple would be torn into two pieces at the crucifixion of 
Jesus. This tearing apart of the heavens and of the temple barrier were as
powerfully prophetic as the words which were spoken. “You are my 
beloved Son.”

The idea of a god having a human son was nothing new in the Greco-
Roman culture of Jesus’ day. In fact, almost all the Greek and Roman 
deities were supposed to have had relations with humans and to have 
born children by them. Hercules was the son of Zeus by a mortal 
woman, as were Perseus, Helen of Troy and Minos.

It is important to note that in these cases, things never seemed to go well
for those sons and daughters of the gods. By fact of their relation to 
these gods these sons and daughters were trapped in a never-ending 
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cycle of betrayal, vengeance, retribution and punishment as the god’s 
fought among themselves. 

So it may not have seemed as strange as we might think for a group of 
people to hear a god say, this is my beloved Son. 

But then, something strange did happen. The voice from heaven had no 
rage. Rather, it stated kindly, in you I am well pleased. These are 
unlikely words, strange to be heard from the lips of a deity concerning 
his human offspring. Yet, this God did not hesitate in proclaiming both 
his love and his pleasure in his human Son.

To make sure the message was clear, a dove, a peaceful animal which 
hunts no prey, floated down from the heavens and landed upon this son. 

In the Baptism of Jesus, we find an Epiphany, a revelation or 
manifestation of Christ as the giver of peace. Whatever war had taken 
place in the heavens, whatever battles had threatened to spill into our 
world, they are over. Whatever reprehensible deeds of mankind 
threatened to disturb the peace of God, they are ended. The God of 
heaven has declared peace, guaranteeing that peace by the son of his 
love and the descent of the dove.

Peace with God. This was and ever ought to be the reason for the 
existence of the human race. Scripture assures us that we were created 
for this divine peace. The whole history of the Hebrew people 
demonstrates the lengths to which God will go to affect peace with 
mankind. We were made for this; as Adam, we were made to walk with 
God in the cool of the day: like Enoch, we are made to be taken by God 
into his presence because we please him.

We were made, you and I, to hear the words, “You are my beloved 
child, in you I am well pleased.”

Our great shame, our inconsolable fear is rooted in the simple fact that 
so few of us ever hear those words in this life. Enoch walking with God, 
Moses lying in the hands of the Archangel, Elijah riding the chariot, the 

2



Blessed Virgin Mary standing on the moon, clothed with the stars – this 
was supposed to be the normal life of all mankind. That we so rarely 
attain such peace with God is the reason for our longing, our insatiable 
hunger. We have lost more than we have dared admit. 

And our hearts cry out, “O, that we might hear heaven say, You are my 
beloved son, in you I am well pleased.”

There is a universe of joy in those words. 

They mark Jesus of Nazareth as the restoration of all things. In him is 
fulfilled the great prophecy of Joel, “I will restore to you all the years 
that the locust has eaten.” In Jesus, we will see a new Adam rising up 
out of the waters of creation, and he will be all that mankind should ever
have been, he will please God. A man pleases God.

Not only this, but the man Christ Jesus tearing open the heavens and 
every barrier, has opened a way for us to follow him to the pleasure of 
God. 

It is this Jesus-who-pleases-God, who declared to his disciples, Go 
therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in[b] the name 
of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

In our own baptism we are made by grace what Jesus is by nature – we 
are made sons of God. As Jesus was claimed by God in the waters of his
baptism, so we are named with God’s own name in those self-same 
waters. We are granted the grace to attain to that peace with God which 
Jesus exemplifies and which grants us the promise that in our own time, 
in the fullness of time, we will here God say, “Well done. Enter into my 
rest.”

Jesus came up out of the waters, entering the world and living an 
exemplary life of pleasure to God. We are called to do the same. 

This is what the saints know. That life in this world is nothing less than 
enjoying the pleasure of God’s peace and love. They would all teach us 
this lesson. 
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So when St. Paul says, Let love be without dissimulation. Abhor that 
which is evil; cleave to that which is good. Be kindly affectioned one to 
another with brotherly love; in honor preferring one another…” He is 
not listing out a new set of laws for us to keep. He is showing us what a 
life of peace with God looks like. 

Jesus loved without hypocrisy, he did no evil but always pursued the 
good. He was kindly affectionate in natural love toward all people. He 
gave honor to all God’s people before taking honor to himself. Who ever
condescended so low to help so many?

This, Jesus is because of who he is, the Son of God, declared in his 
Baptism. 

And this we are because of the grace given to us in baptism.

Jesus Christ has entered this world, and has given his grace so that you 
might hear those wonderful words, “You are mine and with you I am 
well pleased.”
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