
Whitsunday on May 24, 2015
1 Peter 4:7-11 & St. John 14:15-31

“Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed?

Alleluia. The Spirit of the Lord filleth the world.
O come, let us adore him. Alleluia.

Introduction: Acts 19:1-9. Paul found disciples in Ephesus who had heard the preaching of John 
the Baptist, but had never even heard of the Holy Spirit. Paul immediately remedied their 
ignorance and the knowledge and presence of the Holy Spirit transformed their lives and the 
Church in Ephesus. Are we full of the Holy Spirit? Or do we live largely ignorant of the Spirit of 
God?

How ought we at Holy Trinity Church respond to St. Paul's question? If we don't already know 
the answer, here are some principals for seeking the Holy Spirit.

• Acknowledge God's desire that you find him.(Isaiah 55:6)  This is not a cat and mouse 
game. The Feast of Pentecost celebrates the fact: the Spirit of God has come into the 
world, so that when we seek, we will find.

• Sacraments are God's appointed means of sending the Spirit to us.(It is the Spirit who 
consecrates the waters of Baptism, who consecrates the Bread and Wine of Eucharist, 
who grants us strength and gives gifts at Confirmation, etc.)

• Orient ourselves toward God through obedience to his commandments. John 14:15. 
When we align ourselves with Christ, Jesus himself sends his Spirit to us.

• Worship God in the presence of his people. Psalm 116:17-19. See also BCP p.480, 
“What is your bounden duty as a member of the Church?”

• Call upon his name. In many ways the simplest form of the Gospel is found in Acts 2:21 
“Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.”  See also Joel 2:32, 
Romans 10:13, Acts 16:31. How does this help? 

Conclusion: Christ has Ascended into heaven and has kept his promise to send the Holy Ghost 
into the world. The presence of the Holy Ghost is yet another promise kept.
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