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Introduction: Today we consider the ubiquitous Gloria Patri. This ancient hymn of praise is one of the 
first things we memorize in liturgy:

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost. As it was in the beginning, is 
now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

It is said at the end of every reading of the Psalms, and at the end of any canticle which does not contain 
in itself a reference to the Trinity. And so, it is said at every public liturgy of the church: Morning Prayer,
Evening Prayer and Holy Communion. It is truly ubiquitous in Christian worship and has been since the 
4th century, in both East and West. And why? This little doxology, this little song of praise exists to 
accomplish two things.

First, the Gloria Patri exists and is so pervasive to ensure that we never forget the challenge of knowing 
God who is one and yet three. There is no more difficult doctrine to grasp than the Doctrine of the 
Trinity. The tendency of almost all heretics throughout history has been to demote  the persons of God to
lesser status: i.e. the Son becomes merely a man, and the Spirit becomes an impersonal force or power 
immigrating from God. Within the Church, we have often dealt with our intellectual challenge of the 
Trinity by simply forgetting about the Holy Spirit – out of sight out of mind. The Gloria Patri exists to 
constantly confront us with the central truth that God is Trinity. We may not avoid God the Father, God 
the Son or God the Holy Ghost in our worship. 

Second, and more importantly, the Gloria Patri exists and is so pervasive in worship, so that we may 
have opportunity to know and to worship God as He is in his essence1. The singing of the Gloria Patri  is
fundamentally not an intellectual exercise or a willful exercise. We confess the Trinity intellectually and 
willfully in the recitation of the Nicene Creed. The Gloria Patri is a hymn, and so is a matter of the 
heart. It is the fulfillment of our hearts' deepest longing which is to name and to praise our 
beloved. 

Conclusion: And so, for the purposes of this sermon series I close by acknowledging that this beautiful 
little hymn exists to give us knowledge of, and the opportunity to worship the Holy Ghost / the Holy 
Spirit of God as the adorable object of our hearts' desire. 

Which raises the question which I think ought to be raised each time we sing the Gloria: is the Holy 
Ghost your heart's desire. Do you love the Holy Spirit with all your heart, soul, mind and strength? Do 
you feel compelled, by a heart full of devotion, to sing the praises of the Holy Ghost? 

If not, I encourage you to find out why? 

If you answer yes to these questions then I invite you to shout out your praises to the object of our 
worship:

1 For those who may be wondering, When I say we may know God's essence, I do not mean that we may comprehend God
in his essential being, but rather that we may apprehend him as he has revealed himself to us. The most profound 
knowledge of God which we may apprehend is knowledge of God in his essence as as Trinity of persons.


