
Fourth Sunday in Advent

The peace of God shall keep your hearts
Philippians 4:7

Introduction: As Advent winds to a close, our attention is consumed by the soon arrival of 
Christmas. But before we say goodbye to the color purple and the fasting disciplines of this 
season, I'd like one more opportunity to consider the theme of Advent: Long ago, Jesus Christ 
came into the world as a humble child, to become the Savior of mankind. When he ascended into
heaven, he promised that he would return in glory to judge the living and the dead. If Jesus 
Christ returns tonight, are you ready to face him as your judge?

1. The Collect for the Fourth Sunday in Advent identifies the real problem: We are “sore let
and hindered”!

The Collect for the Fourth Sunday in Advent
*A New Translation by Fr. Brad

O Lord, through our sins and wickedness, we are painfully thwarted and hindered
in running the race that is set before us;  We therefore pray thee,  raise  up thy
power and come among us, that thy bountiful grace and mercy may speedily help
and deliver us; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with thee and the Holy
Ghost, be honour and glory, world without end. Amen.

2. This Collect also identifies the solution.

“O Lord, raise up thy power and come among us”

*God raised up his Power when he sent Jesus Christ “among us”. See John 1:14 and 1 
Corinthians 1:23-24

*The Power of God resides in this world by the sending of the Holy Ghost, the Spirit of 
Christ. See Romans 8:9-11

*The Power of God will be definitively demonstrated when Jesus Christ returns “in glory 
and triumph”.  See Titus 2:11-14

Conclusion: The key to a good Advent, and preparing for the return of Christ is to recognize our 
weakness and rely solely upon the mighty power of God, in this life for the next.  This is why we
close Advent with Philippians 4:6-7.
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