
Quinquagesima

all our doings without charity are nothing worth
The Collect for quinquagesima Sunday, BCP 147

Introduction: Today, our preparations for a holy Lent take a very different turn as the Collect for
the Day focuses our attention on Charity or Christian love. This Collect is perhaps the most 
theologically rich (to the point of being overwhelming) of all the Collects in the BCP. If we will 
steadfastly mine its treasure we will find the sum total of Christianity in this simple prayer. 
Today, however, we will focus on three important aspects of Charity: The Source of Charity; the 
Example of Charity; and the Value of Charity.

Setting the Scene: Jesus is heading to Jerusalem to offer himself in the perfect act of love as the 
atoning sacrifice for mankind. Though his disciples are ignorant of the meaning of this journey, 
they understand its importance and wish to speed Jesus on his way. But Jesus allows himself to 
be delayed in his journey for the sake of love.

1.  The Source of Charity is God the Holy Trinity
1 John 4:7-8 Beloved let us love one another, for love is of God...
Send down thy Holy Spirit and pour into our hearts...

2. The Example of Charity is Jesus
From today's Gospel: Jesus commanded the man to be brought
unto him...

3. The Value of Charity is Participation in the divine nature
From today's Gospel: And immediately he received his sight, and
followed Jesus...

Key Theological Insight: The purpose or goal of Christianity is to change us from rebels opposed
to God into loving imitators of God and participants in the divine nature. Charity is the virtue 
which disposes the human heart to love God.

Conclusion: as we prepare for a good beginning to Lent, remember this – all our Lenten 
disciplines are for the sake of love – love of God and love of neighbor for God's sake. Let us 
pray first and foremost that the Holy Spirit will pour love into our hearts this Lenten season.
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