
An Anglican Moment: 
Candles in a Christian Church

Candles, as with most symbolic things, have many layers of meaning. But there are a few 
basics which ought to help us in our efforts to understand God, and to enhance our worship of 
him.

First and foremost, Candles represent the Holy Spirit. This imagery is repeated throughout the 
Bible. The Spirit of God is a fire in the heavens which leads the Children of Israel out of bondage
and into freedom. He is represented by the giant candlesticks which stood in the tabernacle and 
the Temple at Jerusalem. He was represented as “tongues of fire” which fell upon the Apostles at 
Pentecost. And he is represented as Candlesticks in St. John's vision in The Revelation. Fire is an
appropriate and useful symbol of the Holy Spirit because it is alive and yet mysterious and 
difficult to define. Fire gives light, energy, and comfort to those in its presence. Fire also spreads,
and will overtake everything which it touches. Yet the fire of a candle is a contained fire, 
demonstrating that the power of the spirit is not a raging destructive fire, but a useful, helpful and
disciplined fire.  

The Candles on our Altar represent our prayer that the Holy Spirit will come down and make 
our bread and wine to be the Body and the Blood of Christ (In the liturgy, this is called the 
Epiclesis). The Candelabras demonstrate our belief that we worship in and by the Holy Spirit. 
Sometimes we light candles when we pray, in part as a prayer for God to send down the Spirit 
who will attend our needs. 

You may have noticed that there is a special order for lighting the candles in a Church. That 
we will save for another Anglican Moment, but today we remember that the Fire of the Candles 
represents the presence of the Holy Spirit, who is the beautiful garland adorning Christ and his 
Church. He is the Oil of Gladness who covers us in healing and beauty. He is the fire that 
enlightens us with the truth of God. 


