
Second Sunday after Christmas
of the Octave

a  garland instead of ashes,
the oil of gladness instead of mourning,

Isaiah 61:3 RSV

Introduction: Classic story telling is dominated by two forms, the tragedy and the comedy. A 
tragedy can be characterized as a struggle that ends in defeat or death. A Comedy is a struggle 
that ends in victory and a wedding. Sometimes, it can be difficult to determine if a story is a 
tragedy or a comedy, primarily because the story hinges on the struggle, not the conclusion. So it 
is with Christianity. Is the Story of Christ, so prominent this time of year, a tragedy or a comedy?
Death or a wedding? And what of the Christian? Are we struggling toward defeat or victory?

1. "a garland instead of ashes,” Isaiah 61:3 RSV
The Hebrew (translated “beauty” in KJV) refers to a headdress worn at a wedding. The oil of
gladness refers to the oil which was poured over a groom in preparation for his wedding 
vows. (See psalm 45, Solomon's wedding Psalm) 

2. Isaiah prophesies to Israel at a time of great struggle and suffering, but he prophesies of
Jesus Christ, the Bridegroom who would win the victory. It is Jesus who will receive the 
crowning garland as he rises victorious from the grave; Jesus who will be covered with the 
oil of gladness as he approaches his wedding feast in Paradise. (Note: the importance of this 
prophesy is shown in Satan's attempt to mocked this prophesy when Christ was crowned with
thorns instead of garland  and, instead of healing oil, he was given vinegar on the cross.) His
struggle ended in Victory and the Wedding Feast of the Heavenly Eucharist, The story of 
Christ and of Christianity is no tragedy but a divine comedy.

3. What is this oil of gladness and the garland around the brow of Jesus? It is the Holy 
Spirit. Jesus confirmed this when he declared Isaiah's prophesy fulfilled: The Spirit of the 
Lord GOD is upon me. Isaiah 61:1 

Conclusion: The Gospel lesson ends today with a simple statement: That it might be fulfilled 
which was spoken by the prophets. The hope of Christianity is based on the truthfulness of God 
as he has spoken by the prophets. SO we can trust that this struggle of faith is a comedy, we shall
prevail, and we shall arrive at that heavenly wedding feast.
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