
An Anglican Moment: 
Climbing the Mountain of God

The Processional
In the history of mankind's journey with God, many of the great, defining moments have taken place 

at the top of a mountain. Abraham offered Isaac as a sacrifice to God on Mount Moriah . Moses peered 
into heaven and caught a glimpse of God on Mount Sinai. For hundreds of years, the people of God 
worshiped on the Temple Mount, the summit of Jerusalem. 

During the many centuries of worship in the Jerusalem Temple,  Pilgrims would ascend the holy 
mountain, winding their way through the streets of Jerusalem while singing what are called the “Psalms
of Ascent.” When they reached the summit, they offered the sacrifices and participated in the liturgies 
and pageantries of the Festivals. 

In a similar way, our processional is a participation in the ascent to the Temple for worship. 
However, we do not ascend to an earthly temple, but to a heavenly Temple and a heavenly Sacrifice. 
Beginning at the door of the Church, we begin our ascent by proclaiming our destination: Blessed be 
God: the Father, and Son, and the Holy Ghost. And Blessed be His Kingdom, now and forever. Amen.  
We are headed to the kingdom of God.

Walking up the isle, we leave this world behind and begin our ascend through the city of God. The 
priest literally climbs a mountain, symbolized architecturally by three steps, one for the Father, one for 
the Son, and one for the Holy Ghost, as we enter the presence of the Holy Trinity. 

(Yes, I know our parish church only has two steps but I have an exciting plan to correct this which, 
soon, I hope to share with the parish.) 

All the while, as we ascend into the presence of God, we are singing a “new song” of the Kingdom as 
recorded in the Book of Revelation. When we reach that summit, we are assured that God himself will 
open heaven, sending down his Holy Spirit upon us. Christ himself will meet us as we ascend this little 
mountain, this replica of Mount Calvary, and here, on our Altar, he will offer himself for the life of the 
world.


