
Sunday Bible College
Lesson 17

Elijah and Elisha
The Two Greatest Prophets
1 Kings 17- 2 Kings 5

Essential Elements
This section, with green colored headings, presents the elements of the lesson which are essential. 
Students must be presented these concepts.

Overview

For 400 years, God communicated his will to his people through a series of Judges. After the kingdom 
was set up, God began to communicate with his people through a series of Prophets. The Bible names 
many of these prophets (Nathan, Ahijah, Micaiah and Jonah) and several of the most important books 
of the Bible are writeen by these prophets (Isaiah, Jeremiah, Jonah, Micah,etc). Of all these prophets, 
Isreal two were considered preeminent: Elijah and his successor Elijah. 

Elijah was sent to prophesy for God to the king Ahab of the royal house of Omri. Ahab was a 
particularly wicked ruler who had introduced the worship of Baal into Israel. (Baal Hadad was a Syrian
god of the storm, whose rain made the land fertile. His symbol was the bull.)

God sent Elijah to rid the land of the worship of Baal.

See 1 Kings 18:20-40 – The Prophet's of Baal Defeated at Mount Carmel

God also sent Elijah to declare the destruction of the House of Omri. 

See 1 Kings 21:17-26 – The Lord Condemns Ahab 

And God's takes vengeance upon his enemies and he always keeps his word.

See 1 Kings 22:29-40 – The Death of Ahab

During this time, Elijah had developed a large following of believers, including a young man named 
Elisha. God chose Elisha to succeed Elijah in a miraculous way. 

See 2 Kings 2:1-14 – Elijah Taken to Heaven

What great works did Elisha do? 

- Multiplied the oil and the wheat for a widow
- Raised the Shunamite's son from the dead
- Healed a Syrian commander of Leprosy
- He annointed Jehu king of Israel, who carried out God's vengence on the house of Omri (Ahab)
- and many other things

Theme

God is a jealous God. He will not share his people or compromise his worship.



Scripture Readings

See bolded scriptures in Overview section above.

Memory Verse

Deuteronomy 4:24 ESV

For the LORD your God is a consuming fire, a jealous God.

Deuteronomy 4:24 ESV

Supporting Material
This section, with brown colored headings, presents material which may or may not be used. It is 
intended to offer ideas and support for the teachers and leaders.

Promise and Deliverance by S.G. De Graaf
Read Vol. II chapters 2:

Helpful Questions to ask and concerns to address:

1. Why was God offended by King Ahab and the royal House of Omri?
Because he compounded the sin of his people by introducing Baal worship to Israel.

2. How did God respond to Ahab's offenses?
By sending prophets to warn the people of the consequences of their actions and call them to return to their true 
God.

3. Was God tolerant toward people of other religions? If so, was his tolerance eternal or did it have
an end?   He was tolerant for many years, but his tolerance had an end. He can not tolerate sin forever and he 
will punish sin and unrepentant sinners. 

4. How did God repay Elijah for his years of faithful service?
God took Elijah, soul and body, into Paradise by way of an angel drawn chariot. Elijah is one of only two people 
in the Bible who did not die before they were received into paradise.

5. How did God prepare Elisha to be a great prophet? Did he give him any benefits or gifts which 
would help him in the future?   First, he gave Elisha time to study and learn from Elijah. Second, he blessed 
Elisha with a portion of his Holy Spirit that was double that which he had given to Elijah.

6. What is the First of the Ten Commandments? (Exodus 20:3, and BCP p. 86) What is the First 
and Great Commandment? (St. Mt. 22:37, Deuteronomy 6:5, BCP p. 87) How do these relate to
the message and work of the Prophets Elijah and Alisha?
The Commandments teach us from the beginning that God desires uncompromised faithfulness from his people. 
Compromises to our love for God always lead to the kind of destruction and suffering experienced by the 
Israelites. The Prophets were sent by God to remind the people of the call and consequence of God's 
Commandments. 
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