
An Anglican Moment: Anglican Collects
Today we pray one of the most memorable and quotable Collects found in our liturgy (or any other, for that 
matter). These collects, rendered into beautiful English by Archbishop Thomas Cranmer in the 16th century,
are an important distinctive of Anglican worship. But what is a collect and what is the purpose of these 
short prayers.

A Collect is a “collective prayer gathering the thoughts and prayers of the congregation. There are two 
Collects in the Anglican Communion service. The Collect for Purity and the Collect for the Day. The first is
a collective prayer which gathers our thoughts and concerns for worship in general. The second (Collect for 
the Day) gathers the themes and intentions of a particular day as part of the Propers (prayers and readings) 
peculiar to that day.”

Most of the Collects in our liturgy are very ancient, many of them are well over 1,200 years old. However, a
couple of them are only 400 years old.

These prayers usually follow a general outline, which is illustrated by comparison with today's famous 
collect.

We humbly direct our petition to the one true God
Blessed Lord

We appeal to a particular attribute or action of God 
which will form the basis of our request: 

who has caused all holy Scripture to be written for our learning

We make a request which we hope to receive 
on the basis of God's prior action and character: 

Grant that we may in such wise hear them, 
read, mark, learn and inwardly digest them

We state what effect we expect this request to have in our own lives
that by patience and comfort of thy holy Word, we may embrace 

and ever hold fast the blessed HOPE of everlasting life,

We always end by acknowledging that our main reason for hope in any prayer is through the merits
and mediation of Jesus Christ

which thou hast given us in our Savior Jesus Christ. 

As with all Christian prayer we end with a hopeful affirmation, 
a Hebrew word which means: This is true. So be it!

Amen.


