
The First Sunday in Advent, 2013

Anglican Moment: Facts about Baptism

At the beginning of a new Christian year, we begin our reflections at the entrance into the Church. One of the most distinctive features 
of our building is also a distinctive feature of our faith.  When entering our church Nave, the first thing we must do is to pass by a 
baptismal font. 

This raises several questions.

Is baptism really necessary?

Yes. Baptism is necessary both for the sake of obedience to Christ’s command and for the grace it imparts.

St. Mark records that Jesus’ last words before the ascension included this command, “Go into all the world and proclaim the gospel to 
the whole creation. Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved” Mark 16:15-16. St. Matthew’s Gospel records the same command
in chapter 28:18-20. We baptize because Christ commanded. Baptism is how disciples are born / made. Furthermore, John chapter 3 
records that Jesus first taught on the necessity of being reborn in the waters of Baptism (in his discussions with Nicodemus) and then 
he and his disciples went out and demonstrated His teaching by baptizing new believers. Both Christ’s commands and example call for
our obedience in Baptism.

OK, Baptism is necessary for obedience but does anything happen to the person being baptized?

Yes, baptism confers the grace of new birth into the Kingdom of Christ, giving us by God’s grace alone both life and citizenship in that
kingdom. In Acts 2 St. Peter preached, “Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of 
your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit..” Note: he did not say you might receive the Holy Spirit! St. Peter also wrote
in his First Epistle chapter 3, “Baptism, which corresponds to [Noah’s flood], now saves you...”  Again, note that he did not say that 
Baptism symbolizes our saving faith, nor that it gives expression to the salvation we have already gained by faith. St. Peter said, 
“Baptism now saves you.” How can St. Peter be so bold to claim Baptism saves us? St. Paul answers this clearly in Ephesians 4:30 
when he reminds us that it is the Holy Spirit, given in Baptism, who “seals us for the day of redemption.”

Furthermore, Romans chapter 6 records St. Paul’s teaching on Baptism. In a lengthy passage he writes, “Do you not know that all of 
us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, in
order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life.” Paul is not 
describing mere symbolism, but veritable realities that have been applied “to all” by baptism.
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This view of Baptism as a means of saving grace from God was the view of the whole church for over one thousand years. In a 
sermon written 1,500 years ago, Leo the Great spoke for our catholic faith, “And each one is a partaker of this spiritual origin in 
regeneration; and to every one when he is re-born, the water of baptism is like the Virgin's womb; for the same Holy Spirit fills the 
font, Who filled the Virgin, that the sin, which that sacred conception overthrew, may be taken away by this mystical washing." 
Sermon 24:3 (ante A.D. 461). See also St. Titus 3:5.

Why is the Baptismal Font blocking the entrance to the Nave?

Although the Baptismal Font may properly be placed in several locations within a church building, in ancient times it was often placed
at the entrance to the Nave. This placement evokes powerful memories for the people of God. In ancient times, the only way for Israel 
to enter the Promised Land was first to pass through the waters of the Red Sea. In our time, the only way to enter the kingdom of God 
is to pass through the waters of Baptism. 

Some of the New Testament references to baptism occur in the following verses: St. Matthew 28:19; St. Mark 1:8; St. John 3:5, 13:10;
Acts 1:5, 2:38, 8:16, 19:5; Rom. 6:3; Gal. 3:27; Eph. 4:5; I Cor. 1:13-15; I St. Pet. 3:21; Heb. 10:22; 6:2.
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The Great Commission
St. Matthew 28:18-20

Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have 
commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”

1. What are we supposed to do?
The mission of every Christian – Make Disciples for Christ!
Disciple = a. One who embraces and assists in spreading the teachings of Christ. b. An active adherent of the work and 
teachings of Christ.

2. How are we supposed to accomplish this?
Baptize in the name of the Trinity
Teaching the baptized to obey Christ Jesus

3. What do we believe this accomplishes?
We are transferred from the kingdom of darkness into the kingdom of light. See Colossians 1:12-14

(Note: this is the theme of Advent Season. We prepare for Christ's return by learning to live in the light of his kingdom.)

4. Why do we believe this will work?
Christ has the authority to promise it
Christ guarantees it with his presence

Conclusion: As Christians, we believe in Baptism because Christ commanded it, he ascribed specific meaning to it, and he promised 
to make baptism effective by his presence. Therefore, Baptism is a good beginning. It remains for us to make the most of it by 
following Christ each day - for eternity.
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