
Sunday Bible College
Lesson 13

Samuel and Saul: The End of the Judges
1 Samuel chapters 1- 15

Overview

The Events of this section of the Bible include the end of the period of the Judges, an era that lasted for 
over 400 years, and the establishment of Israel as a monarchical kingdom.  These event occurred 
around 1000 years before the birth of Jesus and therefore about 3000 before our own time. This forms a
very convenient pattern for memory. The Israelites were slaves in Egypt 400 years, they were under the
rule of Judges about 400 years, then they were ruled by kings for about 400 years before they were 
defeated and sent into exile. (these are general dates, not exact ones. But they are helpful for memory) 

Samuel represents the last of the judges who ruled Israel. After 400 years of the people vacillating 
between repentance and reverting to evil, the people demanded an end to theocracy (direct leadership 
of God) and insisted that Samuel appoint a human king to rule so that they could be like other nations.

God commands Samuel to give the people their desire. God consoles Samson with the words, ““Obey 
the voice of the people in all that they say to you, for they have not rejected you, but they have rejected 
me from being king over them.”(8:7)

See also how God is merciful even when he is rejected.  In one last effort to turn the people toward 
repentance, God warns the nation of the consequences of choosing a human king over God.  
Unfortunately, the people chose the king anyway. Israel's first king, Saul was as great a disaster as God 
had warned he would be. In the end, Saul was rejected by God, and his kingdom came to an ignoble 
end.

Essential Elements
This section, with green colored headings, presents the elements of the lesson which are essential. 
Students must be presented these concepts.

Theme

All people in every generation are born “in sin” and without God's help are doomed to 
go on sinning.

Scripture Readings

Read 1 Samuel chapters 1-15 and chapter 31

Talking Points



Memory Verses

Review verses

Judges 17:6

In those days there was no king in Israel. 
Everyone did what was right in his own eyes.

Judges 17:6 ESV

Joshua 1:9

Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. 
Do not be frightened, and do not be dismayed, 

for the LORD your God is with you wherever you go.”

Joshua 1:9 ESV

Supporting Material
This section, with brown colored headings, presents material which may or may not be used. It is 
intended to offer ideas and support for the teachers and leaders.

Promise and Deliverance by S.G. De Graaf
Read Vol. II chapters 7 Samuel as Judge and 9 (Saul anointed as king) , provided in this handout.
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