
Trinity 25

“You also must be ready, 
for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect.

Jesus as recorded in St. Matthew24:44 ESV

Introduction: Countless thousands of preachers have used Matthew 24, the Olivet Discourse, as 
the data source for all manner of speculation concerning the return, or the Second Coming, of our
Lord Jesus Christ. But what are we really supposed to learn about the Second Coming from this 
passage?

1. First, notice that throughout most of the Olivet Discourse, Jesus warns “do not 
believe”the speculations and theories concerning the end times and His return.

2. Second, Jesus warns his followers not to listen to false preachers or false prophets who 
claim special knowledge about his second coming.

What can we be sure of?
Christs return will be certain yet unpredictable, sudden, and unmissable.

a. The Return of Christ is certain. It is a basic, Creedal element of our Faith. All Christians 
believe he will return. It is therefore the basis of our hope.

b. The Return of Christ is unpredictable. No one, noone, not anyone in heaven or earth knows 
the time, date or specifics of how or when Jesus will return. Therefore, the more specific an End 
Times Theory becomes, the less accurate it is.

c. The Return of Christ will be Sudden. Jesus compares his return to the sudden appearing of a
thief in the night, a lightening flash or the blink of an eye.

d.  The Return of Christ will be unmissable, so spectacular and so glorious – and so loud – 
that no one will need to be told that it happened.

Conclusion: So, in light of this certain but mysterious doctrine, how are we to live?

Jesus answered that question at the end of the Olivet Discourse, “Who then is the faithful and 
wise servant, whom his master has set over his household, to give them their food at the proper 
time? Blessed is that servant whom his master will find so doing when he comes.”

We are to hope with joyful anticipation for the return of our Lord while living is such a way that 
when and how simply do not matter.
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