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Walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to him
Colossians 1:10 ESV

Introduction: Classic Christianity, including Anglicanism, makes a distinction between Justification 
and Sanctification. Justification is a work of God on our behalf. Sanctification is a process whereby a 
Christian is made holy by the action of God and the cooperation of the person being sanctified. Both 
justification and sanctification are necessary for salvation.

1. What is Sanctification? 
It is a fancy word which means “to be made holy.” A person who is holy is one who “leads a life 
worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to him...” Colossians 1:10 RSV

2. Why is this distinction important?
We must always remember that it is impossible for us to save ourselves, for no matter how holy 
we might become, we can never justify past sins and failures before a pure and holy God.  He 
must do that for us. However, we must also remember that God requires his people to become 
holy.

1 Peter 1:15-17   but as he who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct, 16 since 
it is written, “You shall be holy, for I am holy.” 17 And if you call on him as Father who judges 
impartially according to each one's deeds, conduct yourselves with fear throughout the time of 
your exile (Fr. Brad's note: We are exiled, since Eden, from the full presence of God)

3. Becoming Holy is Hard Work!
Many people today have been taught to believe that Christianity is something that happens to us, 
something “don't do” and therefore “can't effect.” Such belief is not true. We must make the 
effort to “walk worthy” of the Lord. If we wish to be saved by Christ, we must make every effort
to please God. (See verse at top of page)

4. Sanctification – becoming holy – is a process. It takes time!
No one simply becomes holy in one service or in one event. Even Jesus learned holiness over 
time “through the things that he suffered.” Hebrews 5:8 And it is OK for us to be a different 
stages of the process – so long as we are making progress!

Conclusion: As your priest and pastor, I hope that everyone walks away from this sermon with a 
renewed sense of calling to live a life worthy of the Lord we serve. And I hope we will all seriously 
consider the real world obligations of our call to be holy. We should ask ourselves these questions:

• Do I know what pleases my heavenly Father?

• How much time do I devote to learning and understanding the will of God concerning how I live 
my life?

• How much effort do I really make toward pleasing God with what I do and who I am? How 
could I make a better, more effective  effort?

And now, let us go to the Altar of God, that we may find help in this our time of need.
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