
Feast of All Saints

The Souls of the righteous are in the hands of God
Wisdom 3:1

Introduction: Last night we celebrated our first annual All Saints Party, and I'm happy to report 
that it was a brilliant success. We had visits from innumerable saints – from the Roman Soldier 
who was converted to Christ at the Crucifixion all the way to Blessed Dietrich Bonhoffer who 
was martyred by the Germans in 1945 – there was a terrific representation of saints here in our 
parish. I thank everyone who participated and who worked to make the evening the success it 
truly was. But... how important is the Feast of All Saints? And What are we supposed to gain 
from these celebrations?

1. The Feast of All Saints is an Octave Feast.
The importance of a holy day can be judged by the time the Church spends on its observance. 
Examples: Easter is a two week celebration. Christmas is a 12 day celebration. Most Feasts 
are are observed for one day. But All Saints is an octave, eight days long.

2. Anglicanism is Steeped in Veneration of the Saints
From the Calendar of Saints' Days, to the names of our parishes, to the Creed we profess, to 
our theology of the Church and the Communion of Saints – Anglicanism is a church of All 
Saints.

3. What does the Church expect us to Gain from this Feast and this Tradition? (Taken from 
the Collect for the Feast of All Saints)

a. There is no such thing as a dead Saint! (communion & fellowship)

c. We, in our moment in history, are part of a Church that transcends time, space, and even the
known universe. (the mystical body)

d. We ought to follow the examples of the Saints in holy living (follow in... virtuous and 
godly living)

e. The chief end of man is unspeakable joy (God has prepared them for those who love him.)

Conclusion: When we examine a small selection of our Scripture and Tradition concerning the 
Feast of All Saints, its true significance becomes clear. All Saints is a celebration of the practical 
implications of the Gospel. 

http://biblia.com/books/rsvce/Wis3.1

