
Twenty-first Sunday afterTrinity

That you may be able to stand firm...
Ephesians 6:13

Introduction:  Scripture is perfectly clear that God wants us to be strong, 
wise, spiritually and intellectually well-formed, mature adults so that we 
may withstand any and every trial of life. St. Paul's analogy shows that the
formation process, which he likens to putting on the whole armour of God,
is a broad and expansive undertaking. We must be well-formed in all 
virtues if we are to stand firm in tough times. One of the several subjects 
that demands our attention is money, or, more broadly, possessions. Here 
are some helpful, biblical truths for developing a sustainable view of 
money and possessions that will withstand the tests of life. (Taken from 
the offertory sentences found on page 90-91 in the Book of Common 
Prayer.)

1. Everything we have and everything we gain is a gift of God
1 Chronicles 29:11-14 Thine, O LORD, is the greatness, and the 
power, and the glory, and the victory, and the majesty; for all that 
is in the heavens and in the earth is thine; thine is the kingdom, O 
LORD, and thou art exalted as head above all. 12 Both riches and 
honor come from thee, and thou rulest over all. In thy hand are 
power and might; and in thy hand it is to make great and to give 
strength to all. 13 And now we thank thee, our God, and praise thy
glorious name. 14 “But who am I, and what is my people, that we 
should be able thus to offer willingly? For all things come from 
thee, O Lord, and of thy own have we given thee. 

2. God gives to us so that we may have an offering to give
Deuteronomy 16:16,17 You shall not appear before the LORD 
empty-handed; 17 every man shall give as he is able, according to 
the blessing of the LORD your God which he has given you.

3. God “abundantly” blesses those who invest in his Kingdom
2 Corinthians 9:6-15 *is one of the most comprehensive passages 
on the subject* vs 6. The point is this: he who sows sparingly will 
also reap sparingly, and he who sows bountifully will also reap 
bountifully. 

4. Tithing is a good start, but God loves abundant generosity
2 Corinthians 9:7,8 Each one must do as he has made up his mind, 
not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful 
giver. 8 And God is able to provide you with every blessing in  
abundance, so that you may always have enough of everything and
may provide in abundance for every good work. 

-Abraham gave a tithe of 10%
-Zaccheus gave 50%, but 400% on ill gotten gains
-In Jerusalem, many Christians gave 100%
-St. Paul encourages us to make up our own minds how best to
match God's abundant blessing.

5. The wise investor invests in things which endure
Matthew 6:19-20 “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth,
where moth and rust consume and where thieves break in and 
steal, 20 but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where 
neither moth nor rust consumes and where thieves do not break in 
and steal. 

6. God puts his family first
Galatians 6:10 So then, as we have opportunity, let us do good to 
all men, and especially to those who are of the household of faith.
See also 1 Corinthians 9:11, 13, 14, and Hebrews 6:10

Conclusion: The points of my sermon today are not my own, they are the 
doctrines of the Christian faith, enshrined in the liturgy of the Book of 
Common Prayer. These are some of the principles that guide us to a 
mature and strong faith in Christ. As we approach the end of the year, and 
contemplate our plan for giving to God, let these truths guide your 
thinking and your doing...

God is the generous giver of everything I have

God gives to me so that I may have an offering to give

God abundantly blesses those who are generous

God's abundant blessing calls for abundant generosity in response

God's Kingdom is the only safe investment 

Finally, God gives to all, but to his family first
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