
Trinity 20

Make the best your use of your time...
Ephesians 5:15

Introduction: Among the many themes of holy Scripture, one of the most prominent is the 
necessity of facing the reality of a short life ending in death. Not the most pleasant of topics. But 
God's word repeatedly advises that those who are wise, who would seek a good life, must know 
the value of every moment and make the best use of the time. So what is the best use of our short
time in this life?

A. Live in hopefulness
“He who is still alive has hope.” Ecclesiastes 9:4

B. Take time for the simple joys of life.
“Go eat your bread with joy and drink your wine with a merry heart...” Ecclesiastes 9:7

C. Always be Prepared for Life and for Death.
“Let your garment be always white. Let not oil be lacking on your head.” Ecclesiastes 9:8

This is the end of the matter: Fear God, and keep his commandments; for this is the 
whole duty of mankind. For God will bring every deed into judgment, every secret thing, 
whether good or evil. Ecclesiastes 12:13,14

D. Your Marriage Really is the First Thing.
“Enjoy the wife whom you love all the days of your life that God has given you under the sun.” 
Ecclesiastes 9:9

E. Pursue your calling with gusto!
“Whatever your hand finds to do, do it with all your might.” 
Ecclesiastes 9:10

F. Remember the Source of Your Life
Remember also your Creator... before the evil days come... and the dust returns to the earth as it 
was and the spirit returns to God who gave it.” Ecclesiastes 12:1,7

Conclusion: Scripture repeats itself so that we have every opportunity to learn the most 
important things. The points I have made from Ecclesiastes could have come just as easily from 
any of today's readings: the Psalms, Ephesians, Matthew's Gospel. Use these points to take stock 
of your life. God desires that we make the best use of our time so that with joy, blessings, and 
cheerfulness we may accomplish all the he intended for us to do. 
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