
Trinity 19

“Put on the new nature”
Ephesians 4:22

Introduction:  Much of the first half of the book Job seems like a decent into hopeless suffering 
and despair. Today's lengthy reading is a prime example of this. However, the purpose of this 
book is to assure us that God is worthy of our faithful love and he rewards those who are faithful 
to him. Like Job, we must learn to be faithful, confident that God is in control and that his 
planned outcome is better than we have yet imagined.

1. The world hasn't really changed since Job's day.
Mankind is still sinful
Satan and his minions are still on the prowl
Bad things still happen to good people
People still offer bad advice
Disease is still devastating
“Darkness” still exists
God still tests the genuineness of each persons faith! 1 Peter 1:7

2. Job chose to hope when tempted to despair
19:27 For I know that my Redeemer lives, and at the last he will stand upon the earth. 
And after my skin has been thus destroyed, yet in my flesh I shall see God, whom I shall 
see for myself, and my eyes shall behold, and not another. My heart faints within me!

3. We are faced with a similar choice.
Ephesians 4:22-24 Put off your old nature which belongs to your former manner of life 
and is corrupt through deceitful lusts, and be renewed in the spirit of your minds, and put
on the new nature, created after the likeness of God in true righteousness and holiness.

We can cling to the old nature which is corrupt (rotting like a corpse) – or...
We can put off the old nature and put on the new nature, to live as beings created after the
likeness and image of God

Conclusion: Living in a fallen world is admittedly difficult. Christians are not delusional about 
the realities of life. Governments can be corrupt and oppressive, culture can make life harder for 
those in it, friends often give bad advice and demonstrate misleadings examples. Life can be very
challenging. But Christians know that God has equipped us for life in this world. He has offered 
us a new, restored, nature, made in his likeness, and it is ours for the choosing.
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