
Sunday Bible College
Lesson 8

The Ten Commandments & the Tabernacle 
Exodus 19-34

Overview

 God's command to Pharaoh was this, “Let my people go that they may serve me...” Exodus 7:16 Now 
that the people have been delivered from Pharaoh's slavery, they are brought to the holy mountain, 
Mount Sinai, where God makes a covenant with them. This covenant is binding upon all the people. It 
is also sweeping in its scope – the covenant makes
demands and pronounces blessings on every aspect
of life, from where the people live, to how they live,
to with whom they will share their lives. The two
main symbols of this covenant are the tablets of the
Laws (and which we call the Ten Commandments)
and also the Tabernacle (an enormous tent where
God would come to visit with his people.) In this
lesson, we want to emphasize that God desires to be
with people, as he once was with Adam and Eve in
the Garden of Eden.  The 10 Commandments remind
us of that time in Eden when God's word was perfectly obey, and the Tabernacle reminds us of Eden 
when the whole earth was God's dwelling place. The Ten commandments also point forward in time 
when Christ Jesus perfectly obeyed all the law and when God dwelt perfectly with Jesus. Finally, the 
Ten Commandments call us to work for the day when God's will shall be done on earth, and when the 
whole earth will once again be the dwelling place of God.

Essential Elements
This section, with green colored headings, presents the elements of the lesson which are essential. 
Students must be presented these concepts

Theme

God desires to dwell with his people. 

Scripture Readings

Exodus 19-34

A cutaway view of the Tabernacle which Moses
built as a replica of Heaven



Memory Verses

Exodus 3:14-15

God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM.” 
And he said, “Say this to the people, 'I AM has sent me to you.'...

This is my name forever, and thus I am to be remembered 
throughout all generations.”

Exodus 3:14-15 ESV

Review verses

Genesis 50:20

As for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it for good, 
to bring it about that many people should be kept alive, 

as they are today.

Genesis 50:20 [ESV]

Genesis 15:6
And Abraham believed the LORD, 

and he counted it to him as righteousness.
Genesis 15:6 [ESV]

Genesis 1:1
In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 

Genesis 1:1 [ESV]

Talking Points for this Lesson

1. When Moses ascended the holy mountain, mount Sinai, Heaven was opened in the sight of all 
the people. Moses was allowed to enter Heaven and to see what heaven was like.

2. The law of the 10 commandments is a replica of the moral code of Heaven. The Tabernacle is a 
replica of Heaven itself. By bringing the Law and the Tabernacle to earth, Moses was 
attempting to re-establish Eden, or heaven on earth.

3. These things were intended by God and were good and useful, nevertheless the Law and the 
Tabernacle were incomplete copies of the real things they represented, and not the real things 
themselves.

4. The world would have to wait for Jesus to bring the true Law and the true presence of God. 

5. Unlike Moses, who attempted to bring heaven back to earth, Jesus took mankind back into 



heaven. This is the point of the Ascension. Jesus, both God and man, took humanity back into 
heaven but not for a temporary visit at with Moses and St. John.  Jesus entered heaven and sat 
down on His throne. All that Moses tried to do, Jesus actually accomplished.

6. While the nation of Israel waited for the perfection of Jesus Christ, it was good and right and 
helpful for them to have the copies of the perfect things. These copies (the Ten Commandments 
and the Tabernacle) were blessings from God to sustain his people for a better day.

7. ADVANCED POINT: At the Transfiguration, Jesus met with both Elijah (the greatest Old 
Testament Prophet) and Moses (the great Law-giver). Israel had always listened to these two 
men in order to hear the voice of God speaking His Law and His Prophecy.  At the  
Transfiguration God the Father speaks from heaven that the Apostles are to “listen to Jesus.” 
Thus the Transfiguration marks the revelation that Moses and Elijah spoke partial truths and 
delivered copies of the true, but Jesus supersedes them both. Jesus' word IS truth and his actions
ARE reality. The Heaven Jesus enters and the Heaven he offers no copy, but the real thing.

Supporting Material
This section, with brown colored headings, presents material which may or may not be used. It is 
intended to offer ideas and support for the teachers and leaders.

Promise and Deliverance by S.G. De Graaf

Read chapters 41 and 43, included in this handout.

Additional Memory Verses (Optional)

Romans 8:28
And we know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for those who are 
called according to his purpose. 

Romans 5:8
God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.

© 2013 The Rev Bradley S. Cunningham

Unless otherwise noted, scripture quotations and memory verses are from the English Standard Version of the Bible, The
ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®) copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of
Good News Publishers. ESV® Text Edition: 2011. The ESV® text has been reproduced in cooperation with and by
permission of Good News Publishers. Unauthorized reproduction of this publication is prohibited. All rights reserved.

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans%208:28&version=ESV

	Essential Elements
	Theme
	Scripture Readings
	Memory Verses
	Talking Points for this Lesson
	Supporting Material

