
Sunday Bible College
Lesson 6

Joseph and the Land of Goshen
Genesis 37-50 (See Scripture Handout)

Overview
Joseph son of Israel (Jacob) was a real man. He faced tremendous obstacles in life (a very 
dysfunctional family, the hared of his own family, sold into slavery by his brothers, falsely imprisoned 
by his owner, forgotten and alone for years on end) yet he remained faithful to God and to the purpose 
God intended for his life. And what was that purpose? The salvation of his own family (the same one 
that despised him) and the salvation of the chosen, covenant people of God. By remaining faithful, 
Joseph became the ruler of Egypt, a brilliant politician, and masterful provider for all nations, and the 
savior of his family. He was faithful, and God rewarded Joseph with great victories. In fact, Joseph 
became so great that his name is remembered as one of the greatest in history. Joseph teaches us that 
faithfulness is always rewarded by God. But what about all the evil done to Joseph? “What man 
intended for evil, God intended for good.” Nothing escapes God's purpose or his guiding hand.

Essential Elements
This section, with green colored headings, presents the
elements of the lesson which are essential. Students must
be presented these concepts

Theme

God rewards the faithful, even causing bad things to
work for the good of those who love him.

Scripture Readings

Genesis 37:2-8; 37:12-28; 39:1-2, 6b-23; 41:1-4; 9-14,
25, 34-36; 42:1-2; 42:6-10, 18-21; 43:1-4, 11, 13, 16,
26-31; 45:4-9; 46:1-5, 26-27; 47:29-30; 48:1-2a, 49:1,
33: 50:1-3, 15-26 (See handout) 

Memory Verses

Genesis 50:20

As for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it for good, 
to bring it about that many people should be kept alive, 

as they are today.
Genesis 50:20 [ESV]

Joseph Recognizes his Brothers 
by Baron Francois-Pascal Gerard.



Review verses

Genesis 15:6
And Abraham believed the LORD, 

and he counted it to him as righteousness.
Genesis 15:6 [ESV]

Genesis 1:1
In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 

Genesis 1:1 [ESV]

Talking Points for this Lesson

1. Israel (Jacob) had twelve sons. The families of these twelve men became the “twelve tribes of 
Israel.” 

2. For His own reasons, Joseph was chosen by God to face extreme difficulty in order to save the 
rest of his family.  God also equipped Joseph to face those difficulties by giving him the ability 
to have prophetic dreams and also to interpret prophetic dreams. God may call us into difficult 
situations, but he always equips us to face them and to accomplish the task he gives us.

3. No matter what injustice Joseph faced, he always remained faithful to God and God was faithful
to Joseph. This is how Joseph went from imprisoned slave to prime minister of Egypt. 

4. When given the opportunity to take vengeance on his brothers, Joseph chose to forgive. 
Forgiveness and love  overcame injustice and violence. Because of this choice, Joseph did save 
his own people and many thousands of Egyptians besides. 

5. ADVANCED: The Bible uses something called types. Types are Old Testament events, persons,
or situations which foreshadow a New Testament event. Joseph is a type of Christ because his 
life foreshadows the life of Christ. For example Joseph was rejected by his brothers / Jesus was 
rejected by “his own”. Joseph was thrown into a pit and spent time as slave to Egypt / Jesus was
cast into a grave and spent time in captivity to death. Joseph was released from prison by the 
power of God and rose to high Authority in Egypt / Jesus was freed from death by the power of 
God and rose to all authority in heaven and earth. Joseph saved his people by giving them bread
to eat and a land to dwell in / Jesus saves his people with his own Body and Blood as bread for 
the world and giving us an eternal country, heaven, for our home. See if you can identify more 
types of Christ in the life of Joseph and thrown into a pit, rising some time later to be exalted to 
authority. 

Supporting Material
This section, with brown colored headings, presents material which may or may not be used. It is 
intended to offer ideas and support for the teachers and leaders.

Promise and Deliverance by S.G. De Graaf

Read chapters 31 and 34, included in this handout.



Additional Memory Verses (Optional)

Romans 8:28
And we know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for those who are 
called according to his purpose. 

Romans 5:8
God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.
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