
Sunday Bible College
Lesson 4

Abraham and Isaac
Genesis 18:1-15 (The Promise of a Son), Genesis 21:1-7 (The Birth of Isaac), Genesis 22 (The 
“Sacrifice” of Isaac)

Overview: Of all the Old Testament stories, the the promise, birth and near sacrifice of Isaac is one of 
the most significant story sequences. Almost every line is pregnant with prophetic meaning and every 
character is a type of the Gospel. For the purposes of this lesson, it is necessary to focus closely on 
these four points: (1) the promise of a son to an old couple, well beyond childbearing years; (2) the 
power of God to keep that promise; (3) the faith which Abraham had, faith in God's plan for salvation; 
and (4) God's revelation that he would provide the proper sacrifice when the time came.

Essential Elements
This section, with green colored headings, presents the
elements of the lesson which are essential. Students must be
presented these concepts

Theme

God is worthy of our faith in small and great things: he has
provided all things necessary for our salvation.

Scripture Readings

Elementary: Genesis 18:1-15 (The Promise of a Son),
Genesis 21:1-7 (The Birth of Isaac), Genesis 22 (The
“Sacrifice” of Isaac) See The Bible Story, Vol. 1, by
Aurthur Maxwell.
Middle: Genesis 18:1-15 (The Promise of a Son), Genesis
21:1-7 (The Birth of Isaac), Genesis 22 (The “Sacrifice” of
Isaac)
High: Genesis 18:1-15 (The Promise of a Son), Genesis
21:1-7 (The Birth of Isaac), Genesis 22 (The “Sacrifice”
of Isaac)

Memory Verses

Genesis 15:6

And Abraham believed the LORD, 
and he counted it to him as righteousness.

Genesis 15:6 [ESV]

In this painting by Rembrandt, notice the ram in
the background, left center.



Alternate Versions:
And he believed the LORD; and he reckoned it to him as righteousness. RSV

And he believed in the LORD, and He accounted it to him for righteousness. NKJV
And he believed in the LORD; and he counted it to him for righteousness. KJV

Review verse

Genesis 1:1
In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 

Genesis 1:1 [ESV]

Talking Points for this Lesson

1. Just as God had met with Abraham to make a covenant with him, God now meets with Abraham
to reassure him that the covenant will continue to future generations because God will give 
Abraham and Sara a son.

2. The birth of Isaac was a joyous occasion as is the birth of all children. His birth was all the 
more joyous because he had been desired for so long, his birth was only possible because of a 
miracle, and that miracle was necessary for God's covenant to continue.

3. God's command to sacrifice Isaac must have come as a shock and a grief to Abraham. However,
he had faith in God.  What kind of faith would willingly sacrifice a son? Faith in God's plan to 
use the son of a woman to save mankind from sin and condemnation! Jesus made it clear that 
Abraham offered Isaac because he was longing for God's plan of salvation to be fulfilled. See 
John 8:56: Jesus said, “Your father Abraham rejoiced that he would see my day.”

4. God never intended the death of Isaac, rather that Abraham would learn that the Savior would 
not be Isaac, but the sacrifice (Ram) that God would provide. 

5. Looking forward we see that Jesus is the ram which God provides. This is why, when John the 
baptist sees Jesus he declares, “Behold the Lamb of God!” And this is why we sing that song 
almost every week during Mass.  Just as God promised to Abraham, he has provided a Lamb.

Supporting Material
This section, with brown colored headings, presents material which may or may not be used. It is 
intended to offer ideas and support for the teachers and leaders.

Promise and Deliverance by S.G. De Graaf

Read chapter 17, included in this handout.



Additional Memory Verses (Optional)

Genesis 22:18-19
I will surely bless you, and I will surely multiply your offspring as the stars of heaven and as 
the sand that is on the seashore. And your offspring shall possess the gate of his enemies, and
in your offspring shall all the nations of the earth be blessed, because you have obeyed my
voice.

John 8:56
Your father Abraham rejoiced that he would see my day. He saw it and was glad.”

Possible Activities

1. Using the flannel graph, help the children to retell the story of Isaac and Abraham on the
Mountain

2. Help the Children to create an icon of a ram caught in a thicket or bush

Why make an icon of a ram? Help the children to understand that the Ram, Just as God 
saved the life of Isaac with the sacrifice of a ram, so one day he would save the whole world 
by the sacrifice of Jesus. 

The Project: Using construction paper, cotton balls for wool, twigs for bushes, etc, help the 
children create a picture of that ram from Genesis 22.
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