
Sunday Bible College
Lesson 3

God's Covenant with Abraham
Genesis 15

Overview: Abraham and his wife Sara are two of the
most important people in the history of the world. Two
thirds of all humans trace their physical or spiritual
existence back to these two people. We can not tell the
whole story of this family in a year, much less a week.
But we can tell the single most important story – the
story which changed them from just another pair of
nomads into the “father of many nations” and the
“princess of many peoples.”

Essential Elements
This section, with green colored headings, presents the
elements of the lesson which are essential. Students
must be presented these concepts

Theme

In the covenant with Abraham, the Lord reveals himself as the One in whom all promises are 
fulfilled. God is working his purpose out according to his own plan.

Scripture Readings

Elementary: Genesis 15 and 17:1-8 See The Bible Story, Vol. 1, by Aurthur Maxwell.
Middle: Genesis 15 and 17:1-8
High: Genesis 15 and 17:1-8

Memory Verses

Genesis 15:6

And Abraham believed the LORD, 
and he counted it to him as righteousness.

Genesis 15:6 [ESV]

Alternate Versions:
And he believed the LORD; and he reckoned it to him as righteousness. RSV

And he believed in the LORD, and He accounted it to him for righteousness. NKJV
And he believed in the LORD; and he counted it to him for righteousness. KJV

Called  The  Hospitality  of  Abraham,  this  icon  shows
Abraham and Sara serving the three persons of  the
Holy  Trinity:  Father  (center),  Son  (right),  and  Holy
Ghost. This event was recorded in Genesis 18



Review verse

Genesis 1:1
In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 

Genesis 1:1 [ESV]

Talking Points for this Lesson

1. Abraham was a very wealthy man living in a city called Ur. God spoke to him, telling him to 
leave everything behind in order to gain the blessings of God. Abraham did what God asked, 
seeking to do what God asked.

2. Abraham spent many years wandering across vast regions  in what is today known as Iraq, 
Turkey, Lebanon, Syria, Jordan, Israel, Saudi Arabia, and Egypt. Following God is often a long 
and difficult journey. 

3. Throughout his journeys, the most important desire of Abraham was to have children. He 
wanted a son. But Sara could have no children. Considering God's promise to Adam and Eve 
concerning a son, why might Abraham's desire for a son be important?

4. Just as God had promised to Abraham before he left Ur, God made a Covenant – a solemn and 
binding vow – to perpetuate truth and blessing to all generations through Abraham.

5. Notice that God was pleased with Abraham's faith, because it was an active faith.  Abraham 
believed God enough to obey. God rewards obedient faith.

6. Every Covenant has its terms and conditions. The Covenant God made with Abraham promised 
many blessings from God and one command – The LORD would be the only God of those who 
are in the Covenant. See Genesis 17:1-8, especially verse 8c

Supporting Material
This section, with brown colored headings, presents material which may or may not be used. It is 
intended to offer ideas and support for the teachers and leaders.

Promise and Deliverance by S.G. De Graaf

Read chapter 10, included in this handout.

Student Handout for Older Students

A Student handout intended for older students, including Scripture lessons, historical and 
theological overviews, and guiding questions is provided with this leaders material.



Additional Memory Verses (Optional)

Sirach 15:17  
Before a man are life and death,

and whichever he chooses will be given to him.

Proverbs 14:2
There is a way which seems right to a man,

but its end is the way to death.

Psalm 19:1
The heavens are telling the glory of God;

and the firmament proclaims his handiwork.

Romans 1:19-20
What can be known about God is plain to them, because God has shown it to them. Ever since 
the creation of the world his invisible nature, namely, his eternal power and deity, has been 
clearly perceived in the things that have been made.

Related Hymns
285 The God of Abraham praise 
426 He leadeth me, O blessed thought

Possible Activities

1. Make a classroom Smoking Fire Pot

Why make a smoking fire pot? Throughout the books of Moses (Genesis – Deuteronomy) 
God's presence is represented by smoke and fire.  In Genesis 15:17, when a smoking fire pot 
appeared before Abraham, and passed between the sacrificed animals, it was a sure sign that 
God himself was present. Making a classroom fire pot will remind the children each time they 
come to class that God is with us, just as he was with Abraham.

The Project: Using construction paper or some other large paper, cut out a large pot and place 
it on the wall in a visible location, where it will be seen when the room is entered.  Have the 
children cut out shapes of fire and clouds of smoke and allow them to attach the fire and 
smoke to the fire pot. Explain to them how God appeared to many people as both smoke and 
fire, talking to them about what these symbols mean. Remind the children that God is with us, 
even when we don't see the fire pot, smoke or fire; nevertheless God gives us these symbols to 
help us remember he is near. See next page for a rough example of how a smoking fire pot 
might look.



Example: Smoking Fire Pot
Sign of the Presence of God
SBC Lesson 2
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