
Sunday Bible College
Lesson 1

In The Beginning
Genesis 1-3

Essential Elements

This section presents the elements of the lesson which are essential. Students must be presented these 
concepts

Theme

In the beginning mankind enjoyed perfect communion (friendship) with God, and was always with 
God in Eden. But because of sin, we can no longer enter the place where God dwells. Somehow, 
we must return to where God dwells so that we can be with him again. 

Scripture Readings

Elementary: Genesis 2:4-3:22 See The Bible Story, Vol. 1, p. by Aurthur Maxwell.
Middle: Genesis 1:1-3:22
High: Genesis 1:1-3:22, John 1:1-4, and Collosians 1:16

Memory Versei

Genesis 1:1

In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 
Genesis 1:1

Alternate Versions:
In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth.  ESV 
In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.  NKJV

In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth.  KJV

Talking Points for this Lesson

1. Everything that exists does so because God made it (Including things we see, such as our world,
the solar system, the galaxy, the bottom of the sea; and things we don't see, such as heaven, 
Angels, Saints in glory, and our own souls and spirits) Without God, nothing could exist. See 
Acts 17:28

2. God created mankind. He made mankind in his image, which means that we are made to have a 
special relationship with God. We call that relationship communion. God gave mankind 
freedom to choose whether or not we would love him

3. The first man chose to turn away from God. The consequence of this decision was that mankind



had to leave Eden, the special place where Man could be with God. Angels were set to guard the
gates of Eden, so that man could not return.

4. Because God loved mankind, he promised the first woman and the first man that one day, one 
of her offspring would correct the mistake Adam made.  Genesis 3:15

5. Therefore, mankind's greatest problem is this – we were made to live in communion with God, 
but because of sin we no longer have access to God.  Somehow, we must find a way to return to
God's presence, but how will we get past the Cherubim who guard the gates to the place where 
God dwells?

Supporting Material

This section presents material which may or may not be used. It is intended to offer ideas and support 
for the teachers and leaders.

Creeds and Articles of Religion

God is Creator. This teaching is included in the Creeds and the Articles of Religion, so that we are 
to it is to our faith. Everything Christianity teaches is based on this foundational belief.  God 
created all things.

The Nicene Creed, Book of Common Prayer p.89

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth, of all things visible
and invisible...

The Articles of Religion, Book of Common Prayer p. 609

I. Of Faith in the Holy Trinity.
There is but one living and true God, everlasting, without body, parts, or passions; of 
infinite power, wisdom, and goodness; the Maker, and Preserver of all things both visible 
and invisible. And in unity of this Godhead there be three Persons, of one substance, power,
and eternity; the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost.

Promise and Deliverance by S.G. De Graaf

Read chapters 1-3, included in this handout.

No Man Is An Island, by John Donne*

No man is an island,
Entire of itself,
Every man is a piece of the continent,
A part of the main.
If a clod be washed away by the sea,
Europe is the less.
As well as if a promontory were.



As well as if a manor of thy friend's
Or of thine own were:
Any man's death diminishes me,
Because I am involved in mankind,
And therefore never send to know for whom the bell tolls; 
It tolls for thee. 

*John Donne was an Anglican priest and poet. This poem helps us to understand how Adam's death
affects us through our shared humanity.  **In Donne's time, when a person died, the church would 
ring the bells to mark the time of death.  Those who heard the bell would send someone to the 
church to find out who had died.

Additional Memory Verses (Optional)

Sirach 15:17  
Before a man are life and death,

and whichever he chooses will be given to him.

Proverbs 14:2
There is a way which seems right to a man,

but its end is the way to death.

Psalm 19:1
The heavens are telling the glory of God;

and the firmament proclaims his handiwork.

Romans 1:19-20
What can be known about God is plain to them, because God has shown it to them. Ever since 
the creation of the world his invisible nature, namely, his eternal power and deity, has been 
clearly perceived in the things that have been made.

Hymns

We love thy place, O God, # 398  Note how the theme is God's presence, the thing which was lost in The Fall!
Ye watchers and ye holy ones, # 599  Verse one names the types of  Angels and calls on them to praise the Lord
All things bright and beautiful, # 311  A hymn praising God for creation
Lord Jesus from thy throne above, # 250  Speaks of all the themes of the lesson and looks forward to how Jesus 

helps us return to God's presence.
Joyful, joyful we adore thee, #769  Speaks of how creation itself glorifies and reveals God



Possible Activities

1. Make an icon of a cherubim
Show the class a painting of a strong angel wielding a sword.  Speak to them about how there 
are many types of Angels, such as seraphim, Archangels, guardian angels, choirs, and 
cherubim. Cherubim are angels of light with six wings, strange faces and unimaginable eyes 
which see in all directions at once. They are very powerful. Cherubim guard God's presence, 
and they never leave him for any reason. Ask the students to draw, construct or sculpt their 
own image of a Cherubim. Be sure their Cherubim angels have swords, to represent their task 
of guarding the presence of God.
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i Unless otherwise noted, scripture quotations and memory verses are from the Revised Standard Version of the Bible, 
copyright © 1946, 1952, and 1971 the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of 
Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Memory verses are also supplied in 
three additional versions in accordance with the copyrights for each version: ESV – English Standard Version; NRSV – 
New King James Version; KJV – King James Version.


	Essential Elements
	Theme
	Scripture Readings
	Memory Versei
	Talking Points for this Lesson
	Supporting Material
	Possible Activities

