
Trinity 12
 

Life or Death
 

Before a man are life and death,
and whichever he chooses will be given to him. 

Ecclesiasticus 15:17 RSV

 
Introduction: The Book of Common Prayer is held together by the logic which flows through the 
Propers from week to week. Two weeks ago I spoke to you about the freedom of choice which God has
given to mankind. Last week we spoke of God’s merciful nature, how we worship the God “who’s 
property is always to have mercy. This week, we are called to recognize the relationship between 
mankind’s free choice and God’s unending mercy.
 

1. God’s mercy is available to whosoever will choose it
- to the Israelites in captivity
- to the Corinthian Church under siege
- to the desperate family of a deaf, mute man

2. God’s mercy is greater & more satisfying than yet we imagine
Deuteronomy 11:8ff—“go in and take possession of the land which you are going over to possess... 
a land flowing with milk” 

3. We are free and therefore responsible to reject God’s mercy
Eccl 15:15 If you will, you can keep the commandments, and to act faithfully is a matter of your 
own choice. 
Psalm 1 Blessed is the man who does not walk / stand / sit with sinners—but delights in the law of 
the Lord. 

4. The consequence of rejecting God’s mercy is very real
Psalm 1:6 The way of the wicked shall perish
Eccl 15:9 God has no need of a sinful man.
Eccl 15:11 Do not say, “Because of the lord I left the right way;” for he will not do what he hates.

5. God’s mercy is demonstrated in his constant warning
Deuteronomy 11:26 “26 Behold, I set before you this day a blessing and a curse: 27 the blessing, if you
obey the commandments of the LORD your God, which I command you this day, 28 and the curse, if 
you do not obey the commandments of the LORD your God, but turn aside from the way which I 
command you this day 

6. Therefore, chose mercy
Mark 7:32 And they brought to him a man who was deaf and had an impediment in his speech; and 
they besought him to lay his hand upon him. 
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