
What Difference does Christ Make?
The Sixth Sunday after Trinity

Romans 6:3-12

I.  Introduction: Does Jesus make any difference in the world? In me? Does the Gospel have any 
impact on society or on my home life? Because if he does not, then why bother with Christianity? But 
if he does, then what is it that he has 
accomplished and how do we experience the difference ourselves. 

A. The Problem—Evil in the world and evil in me

“The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately corrupt; who can 
understand it?” Jeremiah 17:9

“For out of the heart come evil thoughts, murder, adultery, fornication, theft, false witness, slander.”
Jesus, from the Gospel according to Matthew 15:9
Theological Note: The existence of evil is the strongest argument in the 
atheist’s arsenal against the existence of God.

B. The Obstacle to Every Solution—The extent to which evil flourishes

“I do not understand my own actions. For I do not do what I want, but I do 
the very thing I hate… I can will what is right, but I cannot do it.” St. Paul from Romans 7:24ff
Theological note: The extent and persistence of evil in the world has led even some Christians to erroneously conclude that there is no
freedom from evil in this life.

II. The Difference Christ Makes—Radical Transformation

A. Christ destroys our bondage to evil

“We know that our old self was crucified with him so that the sinful body might be destroyed, and we
might no longer be enslaved to sin.” Romans 6:6

B. Christ empowers us to reject evil

“So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin” Romans 6:11

C. Christ enables us to live godly lives

“We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, so that as Christ was raised from the 
dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life.” Romans 6:4

III. Conclusion—Christ came into the world and died as if he were a sinner,  so that you and I might leave sin 
and become saints. (Rom 6:12-14, Gal 5:1, 
2 Peter 1:3-5)

Theological Note: The best argument against the atheist is this: For two thousand years, against all odds and in the face of pervasive 
evil, the Church of Jesus Christ has been a Saint making machine.


